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Traditional Worship 
  
Introit 
 
Welcome and Announcements.   
 
Prelude   
 
*Call to Worship (Congregation Bold)  
Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path. 

I have sworn an oath and confirmed it, to observe your righteous ordinances. 

I am severely afflicted; give me life, O Lord, according to your word. 

Accept my offerings of praise, O Lord, and teach me your ordinances. 

 I hold my life in my hand continually, but I do not forget your law. 

The wicked have laid a snare for me, but I do not stray from your precepts. 

Your decrees are my heritage forever; they are the joy of my heart. 

 I incline my heart to perform your statutes forever, to the end. 

 

*Hymn of Celebration     Come, Ye Thankful People, Come                                             UMH 694 

1. Come, ye thankful people, come, 

raise the song of harvest home; 

all is safely gathered in, 

ere the winter storms begin. 

God our Maker doth provide 

for our wants to be supplied; 

come to God's own temple, come, 

raise the song of harvest home. 

 

2. All the world is God's own field, 

fruit as praise to God we yield; 

wheat and tares together sown 

are to joy or sorrow grown; 

first the blade and then the ear, 

then the full corn shall appear; 

Lord of harvest, grant that we 

wholesome grain and pure may be. 

 

 

 



3. For the Lord our God shall come, 

and shall take the harvest home; 

from the field shall in that day 

all offenses purge away, 

giving angels charge at last 

in the fire the tares to cast; 

but the fruitful ears to store 

in the garner evermore. 

 

4. Even so, Lord, quickly come, 

bring thy final harvest home; 

gather thou thy people in, 

free from sorrow, free from sin, 

there, forever purified, 

in thy presence to abide; 

come, with all thine angels, come, 

raise the glorious harvest home. 

 

*The Apostles’ Creed, Traditional Version 

 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth; 
And in Jesus Christ his only Son, our Lord; 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, dead, and buried;* 
the third day he rose from the dead; 
he ascended into heaven, 
and sitteth at the right hand of God the Father Almighty; 
from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
*Gloria Patri                                                                                      UMH  70 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

world without end.  Amen.  Amen. 
 
Children’s Moment                                                                                                     Chris Ann Stroech 



  
Prayer of Illumination (Congregation Bold) 
 
Draw us close, Holy Spirit, as the Scriptures are read and the Word is proclaimed. Let the word of faith be on 

our lips and in our hearts, and let all other words slip away. May there be one voice we hear today — the voice 

of truth and grace. Amen.  

New Testament Reading                            Romans 8:1-11 

There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. 2 For the law of the Spirit[a] of life in 
Christ Jesus has set you[b] free from the law of sin and of death. 3 For God has done what the law, weakened by 
the flesh, could not do: by sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, and to deal with sin,[c] he 
condemned sin in the flesh, 4 so that the just requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not 
according to the flesh but according to the Spirit.[d] 5 For those who live according to the flesh set their minds 
on the things of the flesh, but those who live according to the Spirit[e] set their minds on the things of the 
Spirit.[f] 6 To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit[g] is life and peace. 7 For this 
reason the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit to God’s law—indeed it 
cannot, 8 and those who are in the flesh cannot please God. 

9 But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit,[h] since the Spirit of God dwells in you. Anyone who does 
not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. 10 But if Christ is in you, though the body is dead because 
of sin, the Spirit[i] is life because of righteousness. 11 If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells 
in you, he who raised Christ[j] from the dead will give life to your mortal bodies also through[k] his Spirit that 
dwells in you. 

*Gospel Reading                       Matthew 13:1-9,18-23 
 
That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. 2 Such great crowds gathered around him 
that he got into a boat and sat there, while the whole crowd stood on the beach. 3 And he told them many 
things in parables, saying: “Listen! A sower went out to sow. 4 And as he sowed, some seeds fell on the path, 
and the birds came and ate them up. 5 Other seeds fell on rocky ground, where they did not have much soil, 
and they sprang up quickly, since they had no depth of soil. 6 But when the sun rose, they were scorched; and 
since they had no root, they withered away. 7 Other seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and 
choked them. 8 Other seeds fell on good soil and brought forth grain, some a hundredfold, some sixty, some 
thirty. 9 Let anyone with ears[a] listen!” 
 
18 “Hear then the parable of the sower. 19 When anyone hears the word of the kingdom and does not 
understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what is sown in the heart; this is what was sown on the 
path. 20 As for what was sown on rocky ground, this is the one who hears the word and immediately receives it 
with joy; 21 yet such a person has no root, but endures only for a while, and when trouble or persecution arises 
on account of the word, that person immediately falls away.[a] 22 As for what was sown among thorns, this is 
the one who hears the word, but the cares of the world and the lure of wealth choke the word, and it yields 
nothing. 23 But as for what was sown on good soil, this is the one who hears the word and understands it, who 
indeed bears fruit and yields, in one case a hundredfold, in another sixty, and in another thirty.” 
 

The Word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God. 
 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+8%3A1-11&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-28104a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+8%3A1-11&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-28104b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+8%3A1-11&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-28105c
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+8%3A1-11&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-28106d
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+8%3A1-11&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-28107e
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+8%3A1-11&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-28107f
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+8%3A1-11&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-28108g
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+8%3A1-11&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-28111h
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+8%3A1-11&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-28112i
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+8%3A1-11&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-28113j
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+8%3A1-11&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-28113k
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+13%3A1-9&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-23549a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+13%3A18-23&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-23561a


Message                                                                                       Rev. Greg Smith 
  
Gospel Hymn                                    Hymn of Promise                                      UMH 707 
 

1. In the bulb there is a flower, in the seed, an apple tree; 
in cocoons, a hidden promise: butterflies will soon be free! 

In the cold and snow of winter there’s a spring that waits to be, 
unrevealed until its season, something God alone can see. 

 
2. There’s a song in every silence, seeking word and melody; 
there’s a dawn in every darkness, bring hope to you and me. 
From the past will come the future; what it holds, a mystery, 

unrevealed until its season, something God alone can see. 
 

3. In our end is our beginning; in our time, infinity; 
in our doubt there is believing; in our life, eternity. 
In our death, a resurrection; at the last, a victory, 

unrevealed until its season, something God alone can see. 
 
 
Congregational Prayer and The Lord’s Prayer 
 
Sung Amen   UMH 898 
 
Giving our Tithes and Offerings 
 
Offertory Prayer  
Almighty God, your boundless miracles in nature are such a small display of your awesome deeds.  You visibly 
enrich our lives with the bounty of the earth’s beauty. Abundantly increase these gifts so that we may be more 
faithful stewards of your entire creation.  To you be all honor and glory.  Amen.  

 
 
Offertory                            

(Undesignated $1 bills go to support Dollars for Missions.) 
 
*Doxology         UMH 94 

     Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
     Praise God, all creatures here below: Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Praise God, the source of all our gifts; 
Praise Jesus Christ whose power uplifts! Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit! 

Alleluia!  Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 
 
*Invitation to Christian Discipleship 
Dear God, I need you.  I am humbly calling out to you.  I’m tired of doing things my way.  Help me to do things 
your way.  I ask for your forgiveness because I know I’ve made poor choices, I’ve hurt others and myself, I’ve 
sinned willfully and by omission.  By your grace, make me into the person I was born to be, to become more 
and more like Jesus Christ, my Lord and Savior.  Amen. 
 



*Hymn of Commitment                             O For a Heart to Praise My God                                        UMH 417 
 

1. O for a heart to praise my God, 
a heart from sin set free, 

a heart that always feels thy blood 
so freely shed for me. 

 
2. A heart resigned, submissive, meek, 

my great Redeemer's throne, 
where only Christ is heard to speak, 

where Jesus reigns alone. 
 

3. A humble, lowly, contrite heart, 
believing, true, and clean, 

which neither life nor death can part 
from Christ who dwells within. 

 
4. A heart in every thought renewed 

and full of love divine, 
perfect and right and pure and good, 

a copy, Lord, of thine. 
 

5. Thy nature, gracious Lord, impart; 
come quickly from above; 

write thy new name upon my heart, 
thy new, best name of Love. 

 
*Benediction 
 
Postlude           You’re invited to sit and enjoy the postlude. 


