
First United Methodist Church 
July Edition Newsletter 2020 

  
9:30 AM Sunday morning, Traditional Service 

7:30 PM  Wednesday Evening, Celebration Service  
https://www.facebook.com/FUMCBrenham/ 

  

The Traditional Service is broadcast each Sunday on Brenham 
Radio KWHI/AM 1280 at 11:00 a.m.  

and Channel 96 Cable TV at 11:00 a.m. 

Dear Friends and Members of FUMC Brenham, 

Too often our United Methodist name and history get lost or even  

distorted.  It’s important that we know where we come from because that 

makes us who we are.  I invite you to enjoy this article about why we are 

called United Methodist.   

  

Grace & Peace,  

  

Pastor Bobbie 

 There have been many nicknames for the band of believers who  

followed the lead of John and Charles Wesley in their early ministry  
in England: Enthusiasts, Sacramentarians, Bible Moths, Methodists. 
Their methods, values, and tradition laid the groundwork for what would 
become The United Methodist Church, 240 years after John and Charles 
Wesley began their Holy Club at college. 
  

  

  

  

Evangelical United Brethren Church 

Bishop Reuben H. Mueller (left) and 

Methodist Bishop Lloyd C. Wicke join 

hands on April 23, 1968. Photo courtesy 

of the United Methodist Commission on 

Archives and History. 

  

  

  

On April 23, 1968, Bishop Reuben H. Mueller, of The Evangelical United 

Brethren Church, and Bishop Lloyd C. Wicke, of The Methodist Church, 

joined hands at the General Conference in Dallas, Texas. They declared 

"Lord of the Church, we are united in Thee, in Thy Church and now in 

The United Methodist Church." 

 A new denomination was born and a new logo was created to represent 

this coming together. A traditional symbol—the cross—was linked with a 

single flame with dual tongues of fire. This ties The United Methodist 

Church to God through Christ (cross) and the Holy Spirit (flame).  Most 

church members know that the symbol is a sign that "this is a place 

where United Methodists gather." But not everyone recognizes how,  

and why, it is important to use the denomination's full name. 

  

The moniker is a merger of the names of the mostly German  

Evangelical United Brethren Church and the Methodist Church.  

Not using the denomination's full name can feel hurtful to some  

members. 

  

The Rev. Alfred T. Day, head of the Archives and History agency, notes: 

"If your lineage to become a United Methodist today has been through 

the Methodist Episcopal strain, you're in the majority because the  

United Brethren and the Evangelical Associations by numbers are  

much smaller groups. So it's easy for you in the majority to think of  

yourself as Methodist and claim that heritage. But if you're from the  

minority--and then that small heritage is combined into the larger  

heritage--and the only way that you get to claim your name is the word 

'United' and somebody drops that name off, that kind of leaves you  

without a name, that kind of forgets your history." 

  

Another meaning of united in the name speaks to the fuller inclusion  

of black churches. Even though the Methodist Episcopal Church had  

re-united in 1939 after being divided on the issue of slavery, African 

American congregations were still segregated into a separate Central 

Jurisdiction. In 1968, that segregation ended. 

  

Day explains, "The United name also represents a coming together of 

black Methodists and white Methodists in the same conference, with  

the same preachers, with the same bishops, as opposed to segregated 

conferences as well. So if you leave the name 'United' off you're leaving 

off both a significant piece and powerful part of the naming of who we 

are." 

  

https://www.umc.org/en/content/why-the-wesleys-and-others-came-to-be-called-methodists
http://www.umc.org/who-we-are/history
https://www.umc.org/en/content/formation-of-the-united-methodist-church
http://www.umc.org/who-we-are/general-conference
https://www.resourceumc.org/en/content/cross-and-flame
https://www.umc.org/en/content/movement-toward-union
https://www.umc.org/en/content/glossary-evangelical-united-brethren-church-the
https://www.umc.org/en/content/:/www.umnews.org/en/news/african-americans-gather-to-remember-central-jurisdiction
https://www.umc.org/en/content/the-united-methodist-church-more-than-a-name


That newly formed United Methodist Church became one of the largest 

Protestant churches in the world with 12.4 million members today. And 

the cross and flame logo created in 1968 still represents that body, a 

body united in the goal to make disciples of Christ for the transformation 

of the world. 

 

"Have you ever typed 'untied' Methodist Church?" asks Day. "There isn't 

that much difference on the keyboard between 'untied' and 'United' 

Methodist Church, but boy, oh boy, are there miles of difference in the 

story of how we get from one to the other." 

Happy Birthday to The United Methodist Church. 

*Fran Coode Walsh is Director, Member Communications at United 

Methodist Communications. 

Contact her at 615-742-5458. 

In-person Traditional Worship 

Sunday, July 12, 2020 @ 9:30 a.m. in the Sanctuary 

 
Seating for traditional worship is limited, so save a seat in the  

Sanctuary e-mailing: pastorbobbie@fumcbrenham.org or calling  

the church office at 979-836-2008 and leaving a message with the  

receptionist or on the machine. 

 

Bring the order of worship and a bottle of water. 

The Sanctuary Bibles, Hymnals, offering envelopes and pencils will be 

removed from the pews.  The order of worship will be emailed to you 

and available on the church website: www.fumcbrenham.org.  Please 

download, print it and bring it with you.  The water fountains will not be 

available so bring a bottle of water. 

Seating is general admission.  Specific seats will not be saved for you or 

your family but there will be areas available seats will be marked. 

 

Unfortunately, COVID-19 is spread faster and farther when we’re singing 

so we’re going to practice “whisper singing.” 

GUIDELINES FOR EVERYONE 

Determine if you are in a high-risk group.  If you have an underlying 

health conditions or are 65 or older, we encourage you to continue  

worshipping with us online. 

 

Bring masks and hand sanitizer.  Masks, as well as hand sanitizer, 

will be provided for you if you don’t have one of your own.  

  

Practice social distancing.  We know you want to greet people,  

but avoid handshakes and hugs for the time being and maintain a 6-foot 

distance from others.  Wave and smile with your eyes!  Without exception, 

please practice social distancing while on the church campus. 

 

Wear a mask.  As a courtesy to others, we encourage you to wear  

a mask while on campus.  Keep in mind that the mask prevents the  

wearer from exposing others to COVID-19.  So even if you’re not worried 

about contracting the virus, please help others by wearing a mask. 

Celebration Soft Opening: 

Wednesday, July 8, 2020 @ 7:30 p.m. on the Baylor 

Street Lawn 

 

Bring a lawn chair or blanket. 

Celebration worship will be on the Baylor Street lawn at the 

church, outside the Sanctuary.  Without exception, please  

distance your family at least six feet from others. 

 

Bring your song sheets and a bottle of water. 

The song lyrics will be emailed to you and available on the church  

website: www.fumcbrenham.org.  Please download, print them and 

bring them with you to worship. The water fountains will not be  

available. 

 

Belt out the songs in your heart; softly out loud.  The main reason 

we’re holding Celebration worship outside is so we can sing a bit.  

However, singing softly is a must. 

https://www.umc.org/en/content/:/www.umnews.org/en/news/african-americans-gather-to-remember-central-jurisdiction
https://www.umc.org/en/content/who-we-are
http://umcom.org/
http://umcom.org/
mailto:fwalsh@umcom.org
mailto:pastorbobbie@fumcbrenham.org
http://www.fumcbrenham.org
http://www.fumcbrenham.org


fumcbrenham.org 

The Mission Team at FUMC Brenham has decided to make available 

masks with our UMC logo and Church website embroidered, that will be 

available to the members and guests to be worn in worship and around 

our community. The mask that we will be providing should be available 

for our Soft Opening this Sunday, June 28.  

It appears that our usual Fall mission projects of distributing water to 

Blinn students and Hand Sanitizer for Brenham School teachers will be 

unlikely to happen this year. We felt we could at least provide masks 

that would provide protection and keep everyone safe. 

We will have a table outside our worship settings for you to pick up  

your mask. We encourage you to bring the masks back every Sunday  

to insure the safety of all in attendance. 

 

Be Safe. Be Blessed 

Pastor Greg 

We are currently meeting online.  We have contracted as a church 

with Zoom which is a way for us to meet on line and by phone. So 

here is the way you join the meeting. The great news you DO NOT 

have to download Zoom just click on the link that I am furnishing 

and then enter the Meeting ID when prompted and then you are in. 

I set it up so you can check in 10-15 minutes  

before your meeting begins. 

 
The link to log on is: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/3222168792 
Meeting ID:322 216 8792 

MONDAY MORNING BIBLE 
STUDY  10:00 AM 

The office will be closed, 

Friday, July 3rd and  

Monday, July 6th, for  

Independence Day. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/3222168792


Music Ministry Notes:  

 

As we practice social distancing, music        

ministry activities are on hold until further     

notice. 

 

 

Coda: 

 
Four minutes and thirty-three seconds is the length of the  

three movement composition by American experimental  

composer John Cage titled 4'33". It was written to be performed 

either by an ensemble or soloist of any configuration and  

consists of the musicians NOT playing their instruments for four 

minutes and thirty-three seconds. Cage would argue the music 

in this performance comes from the ambient noise within the  

environment. The sound of the AC unit humming, the audience 

shuffling uncomfortably, the creak of the chair next to you. Most 

people would argue this is not really music, but it opens the door 

to an important question, WHAT IS MUSIC? Music is sound and 

silence at a given time and in a given space. As we come back  

to corporate worship in the sanctuary and throughout the  

coming year our music in worship may change and shift from 

what we once knew. Like the first audience at Cage's 4'33" this 

might cause us to be uncomfortable at times and that is to be  

expected. But ultimately, through every change in how we utilize 

music in worship, one thing remains constant, our sounds and 

our silences can be an offering of music to God's ears.  

Methodist Weekday  

We have 81 kids enrolled at this 

time. We have 19 staff that is 

working at this time while the  

other1 staff are staying at home 

during this time.  

 

We our Summer Program started 

May26 and will continue till 

Aug.15
th
.  

We will be close July 1-6th  

for renovation of the children  

restroom floor and Independence day.  

 

Open registration for the new 2020-2021 school year has  

begun. We have openings in all our classroom but they are  

filling up fast. Registration is $225 and you can come by and  

pick up Enrollment pack. For more information please call  

979-830-8661.  We would be happy to answer any questions you 

may have. Our new School year will start on Aug. 19, 2020.   

 

We are asking for donations to refurnish our Playground and  

Craft Room.  We are in need of:  bubbles, sidewalk chalk, balls  

for outside, and dump trucks that the children can push around  

on the playground. For our Craft room we are in need of any kind 

of art and craft products ( glitter, Dot paint, self-Adhesive Jewel, 

Buttons, Chenille Stems, lacing yarn, etc.)  You can drop off any 

of these items at the daycare center any time  Monday- Friday 

from  8-4pm. This will help with some fun activities for the  

summer.  

 

Thank you for helping support our Center. 

 

Doyce and I are so thankful to all of you 
for all the get well cards and meals that 
have been provided for us while Doyce 
has been recovering. 

 



Porch Picnic & Parables 
During the month of July 

Tuesdays @noon: High School 

Thursdays @noon: Jr High  
 

Bring your lunch & a lawn 

chair meet at  Jennifer’s front 

lawn.  2710 Chase St.  

I am meeting with Faith Mission  

leaders to find opportunities for us  

to serve this summer.  We have also 

been asked to help New Beginnings 

with an event in August.  We may  

not be able to have our annual  

mission trip but we can still serve  

this summer!  Stay tuned via email & 

texts! 

To all the youth & parents that came out to help 

with the Burton Bridge Ministry Sidewalk Sale. 

Communion  

in the Park 

High School  

Senior Tailgate 

Helping at the 

Burton Bridge 

Yard Sale 



Children’s Corner  

What Happened in June 
Easy Sunday School lessons that follow the sermon 

have been (and will be) emailed each week- let me 

know if you want to be added to the list:  

ChrisAnn@FUMCBrenham.org! 

FAMILY GAME TIME follows the Sunday morning  

Celebration service, around 11:00 AM.  ALL are wel-

come to join us!  If you would like to join us for  

FAMILY GAME TIME, then Zoom with us: Meeting ID: 

751 8823 8007; Password: FUMCKid. 

Through out this summer we will have BREAK 

times for parents, too!  Info to come in our 

weekly emails! Be on the look out for get  

together times to enjoy adult time and learn 

how to help foster our kids’ love of Jesus!  

A HUGE Happy 

Birthday to our  

Favorite July Kids! 

 
Autrie Grabarschick (July 25)   

Harley (July 14) and  

Hunter Renninger (July 30)   

FUMC Children now have  

a new way to get QUICK  

reminders!   

 

To  be added to the list, simply text @fumckid123 to the 

#81010 

BACKPACK BLESSING  

will be the  

Sunday after school starts back!!   

Craft Bag Pick Up  
Craft Bags will be available for our Sunday 
School students (PK-6th Grade). All materials 
needed for the craft, along with directions, 
will be provided. Some adult supervision will 
be needed, especially with the smaller kids.  

 
Craft Bag Drops will be on these dates:  
Sunday, July 19- Summer Craft  
Sunday, August 2- Back to School Craft  
Craft Bags will be available at the front porch of the church offic-
es. Each bag will be filled with craft supplies for one child. Please 
sign your name or text/email me to let me know you have 
grabbed a bag!  

mailto:ChrisAnn@FUMCBrenham.org


Breakthrough! 
 

This summer we will BREAKTHROUGH to Jesus 

by breaking through all of those barriers that we 

put into place!  

5th & 6th 

grade 

3rd & 4th 

grade 

What are we BREAKING this week? 

Tuesday, 

July 14,  

7 PM 

Thursday, 

July 16, 

7 PM 

BARRIERS- Mark 16:4 
  

Tuesday, 

July 21,  

7 PM 

Thursday, 

July 23, 

7 PM 

Building it Back! 

Matthew 16:18 

  

PRAYER CONCERNS 

Members 
 

 

 

 

 

  

  

Virginia & A.W. Hodde, Jr 

Lydia House 

Otto Janner 

Martha & William Lee 

Beverly Leyrer 

Kalyn Meschwitz 

Jean & Harold Pool 

Red Powell 

Edna Rote 

Jody Tyson 

Elaine & Ron Walberg 

Linda Winstanley 

Doyce Wells 

Susan McMurray 

Mary Ann Meals 

Ernestine Moore 

Cindy Mullins  

Ray Neuse   

Joan Newton              

Lloyd Pieper 

Karen Presley 

Stan Royal 

Barbara Scates 

Annie Schultz 

Jim Sockwell 

Marissa Spangler 

Susan Stollman 

Rusty Walding 

Brylee Waltrip 

Barbara & Lloyd Wilganowski 

  

Bobby Cook 

Rick Fitzgerald 

Sue Gibson 

Don Gore 

Mary Grigor 

Carol & John Haarmeyer 

Melissa Hale 

Dianne Hall 

Julie & Ed Hardin 

Gale Heisler 

Chaz Hodges 

Kathi Ivy 

Mike Kalil 

Sharon & Fred Ketcham 

David Kiemsteadt 

Don & Ray Manchester 

 

 

Glen Amerson 

Ed Baker 

Mary Burgess  

Virginia Collier 

Wanda Curbo 

Beverly Duree  

Susan Ebel   

Ellen & Jim Ellison  

Marshia & Bud Foster 

Family of Miriam Gillis 

Joy Goedeke 

Carolyn & Keith Hale 

Joycine & Louis Hannath 

Luene Harmer 

 

Others 



 

Newsletter Deadline 
 

Your next newsletter deadline 
will be Thursday, July 23rd 

by 4:00 PM.   
 

If you have a submission for 
the newsletter, please email 

your written article to 
fumc@fumcbrenham.org; 
or submit a handwritten  

article to the church office.  
This is the best way to make 
sure that all the information 
for your article is accurate.  

 

Thank you. 

CHURCH ATTENDANCE 
 
 

Sunday, June 7, 2020 
           
Offering:                   $11,205.00 
 
  

Sunday, June 14, 2020 
 

Offering:                     $3,825.00 
 

  
Sunday, June 21, 2020 

 
Offering:                   $17,482.00 
 
 

Sunday, June 28, 2020 
 

Offering:                     $3,240.00 
 

2020 Budget: $668,783.00 
Offering Needed Each 
Week:  $12,861.40 

 

ONLINE WORSHIP 
 

Sunday mornings 
9:30 AM Traditional  

10:00 AM Celebration Services 
https://www.facebook.com/

FUMCBrenham/ 
 

  

The Traditional Service is  
broadcast each Sunday  

on Brenham Radio KWHI/AM 
1280 at 11:00 a.m.  

First United Methodist Church 
Making Disciples of 

 Jesus Christ 
408 North Baylor, Brenham, TX 77833-3213 

979-836-2008 

www.fumcbrenham.org 

Methodist Weekday Child Development Center 

979-830-8661 

Church Staff 
  

Rev. Bobbie Maltas, Senior Pastor  
Rev. Greg Smith, Associate Pastor  

Jennifer Patrick, Director of Youth and Wesley Foundation 
Chris Ann Stroech, Children’s Ministry Coordinator 

Matt Hulon, Minister of Music 
Diane Garrett, Organist 

Kris Trevino, Office Manager  
Delores Hammargren, Administrative Assistant 

Raemona Burks, Child Development Center Director  
Lelli Hernandez, Nursery Coordinator  

Cindy Mathis, Custodian 

http://www.fumcbrenham.org

