
First United Methodist Church 
October Edition Newsletter 2020 

 
In Person Worship and Online Worship  

8:30 AM Sunday morning, Traditional Service 
10:00 AM, Celebration Service  

https://www.facebook.com/FUMCBrenham/ 
 

The Traditional Service is broadcast each Sunday on Brenham 
Radio KWHI/AM 1280 at 11:00 a.m.  

and Channel 96 Cable TV at 11:00 a.m. 

Greetings Friends and Members of FUMC Brenham,  
I’d love to have been in the congregation of the church in Rome when 
St. Paul’s letter was read to them out loud.  Everyone would have been 
smiling and patting each other on the back when it started out with, “I 
thank God for you because your faith has been proclaimed throughout 
the world.”  What pastor doesn’t want to read something like that, 
written by a person in authority who had earned their respect and love, 
to the congregation. 
 
But then in chapter 12 St Paul’s tone changes.  “Present your bodies  
as a living sacrifice … be transformed by the renewing of your minds,  
so that you can discern what is the will of God.”  In other words, God 
wasn’t finished with them.  St. Paul was giving them a heads up, a  
warning, that while they had done well, they needed to be prepared  
and flexible enough to follow God when God led them in a new  
direction.  
  
We are also the recipients of St. Paul’s letter to the Romans.  He is  
reminding us that God has a beautiful future prepared if we will only 
trust God to lead us into it.  In order to faithfully follow God, let’s not get 
distracted by anything else!  Let’s stop, right now, and say this prayer in 
the hopes that we might place ourselves at the feet of Jesus Christ.  This 
is John Wesley’s Covenant Prayer: 
I am no longer my own, but thine. 

Put me to what thou wilt, rank me with whom thou wilt. 

Put me to doing, put me to suffering. 

Let me be employed by thee or laid aside by thee. 

Exalted for thee or brought low for thee. 

Let me be full, let me be empty. 

Methodist Weekday  

We have 81 children enrolled 

and 5 children on waiting list. 

We have openings in our 

11months to 18months  

classroom. 

 

Thank you for supporting our 

Center. 

Music Ministry Notes: 

As we practice social distancing requirements, 

music ministry activities are still on hold until  

further notice. 

 
Last August we started what I hoped would  

be an annual organ tour by touring four different organs in the 

Brazos Valley. With the current limitations due to covid-19 we 

were not able to do an organ tour this year but in October I will  

be posting a virtual organ tour featuring different instruments. 

The virtual tour will premiere on October 25th in place of our  

Halloween Organ Concert.  

 

Let me have all things, let me have nothing. 

I freely and heartily yield all things to thy pleasure and disposal. 

And now, O glorious and blessed God, 

Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 

thou art mine, and I am thine. 

So be it. 

And the covenant which I have made on earth, 

Let it be ratified in heaven. Amen. 
 

Grace & Peace,   
 
Pastor Bobbie 



Confirmation Sunday, October 4 at Both Worship Services 

God’s Holy Spirit has been at work in the lives of our confirmation  

students.  We’ll celebrate the grace of God as two students are baptized, 

seven confirm their baptisms and all nine will join this congregation of 

The United Methodist Church. 

COVID-19 may have slowed us down but these young adults persevered 

in their studies of history and polity of the United Methodist Church, the 

liturgical seasons and sacraments of the church, Christian discipleship 

and the importance of our church membership vows.   

Join in the celebration on Sunday, October 4th, at both the Traditional 

and Celebration worship services.  Special thanks to the parents, families 

and confirmation mentors! 

 

Caeden James Barnes, 

Son of Scott and Angie Wheeler, Mentor  

Kaylin Michelle Bogan,  

Daughter of Brad and Sherri Bogan, Mentor Karla Rettig 

Gillian Storie Childs,  

Daughter of Dara and Laura Childs, Mentor Amy Seeber 

Shelbey Christine Cross,  

Daughter of Clint and Carolyn Cross, Mentor Chris Ann Stroech 

Brent Sterling Jones,  

Son of Rocky and Kim Jones, Mentor Becky McDonald 

Molly Ann Jones, 

 Daughter of Rocky and Kim Jones, Mentor Becky McDonald 

Lillie Jean Lehrmann,  

Daughter of Jana Lehrmann, Mentor Lisa Hook 

Mason Wade Seeber, 

Son of Kevin and Amy Seeber, Mentor David Chisolm  

Ladies’ Thursday Gatherings 
 
For many of us the heart of worship is the music and especially the  
lyrics.  But have you ever wondered about the background of your  
favorite hymn or worship song?  Great testimonies of faith have been 
borne out of life’s most sacred moments and we are the beneficiaries 
when individuals have poured their love for God into sacred lyrics.  
Join Pastor Bobbie Maltas for prayer, listening to and learning about the 
lyrics to some of our favorite sacred songs.  There’s no need to register.  
  
Dates:   October 8 (‘Tis So Sweet to Trust in Jesus and Rescue),  
October 15, October 22 and October 29 
 
Time:  Noon – 1:00 PM (Bring a lunch and an open heart.  We’ll begin 
learning at 12:15 and conclude by 12:45 so if you’re using your lunch 
hour you won’t miss anything!) 
 
Location: Fireman’s Park Pavilion 

Sacrament of Communion Celebrations 
 
Sunday, October 11th, 11:15 AM, on the church lawn along Baylor Street. 

Wednesday, October 14th, Noon, in the Sanctuary at the church.   

The United Methodist Church celebrates an open communion; all are 

welcome.  Bring your parents, bring your children, bring your neighbors, 

bring your friends to share in the feast of Christ.  As United Methodists 

we believe that God’s grace works in powerful and mysterious ways 

when we partake of communion.  Come and celebrate! 

 

Church Clean-Up Day, Sunday, October 18 
 
We have some cleaning up to do in God’s house!  We have a few  

projects that will be knocked out in just a couple hours if we all pitch in.  
 
Here’s what we’re going to do: 

1. Move the worship banners and other “stuff” out of the Academy  

2. entrance to the Sanctuary, 

2. Clean out the Activity Center Kitchen refrigerator, 

3. Organize storage cupboards and closets, 

4. Organize the closet that stores our tables and chairs. 



Safety and Security for FUMC Brenham 
Accidents happen, even at the church.  Someone feels dizzy or a  

fall in the parking lot.  How do you know if a cut needs stitches or a  

bandage?  What are we supposed to do if a tornado warning is issued  

during worship?  How will we know the best evacuation route if there’s  

a fire somewhere on our property? 

 

 In recent years we’ve called for emergency assistance on more than a  

couple occasions and in a recent safety and security assessment, it was  

brought to the attention of our church leadership that we could be more  

prepared for those occasions.   

 

You may have noticed that we have placed wheelchairs near where we  

worship, the Sanctuary and the Activity Center.  On the seats of those  

chairs are bright yellow bags labeled with the Caduceus Snake Emblem,  

indicating that the bags are for medical emergencies.  Each of these  

“Medical To-Go” bags contain not only the basics for first aid –bandages  

and ointments – but also a stethoscope and other medical equipment  

designed for use by an individual with some level of medical training. 

 

In addition to the extensive emergency bags, you’ll also be glad to know  

that First Aid Kits have been placed in the Sanctuary, Activity Center  

Kitchen, and church office.  Soon you’ll notice signs at the locations of  

our fire extinguishers and AED defibrillators.  Eventually, there will be  

clear and concise instructions posted for use in the event of a fire,  

weather emergency or required evacuation.   

 

All of these safety protocols aren’t worth much if people don’t know  

about them and if we don’t have people in place who know what to  

do and when to do it.  You can help by spreading the word that we’re  

making great strides toward creating a safe and secure church campus.   

And rest assured that even as these protocols are being put into place,  

key lay people and staff, along with your pastors, are being trained to  

guide people when an emergency happens.   

First United Methodist Church 

Laura Relief Effort 

Our Mission Team recently decided to find a way to send a truckload  
of water to those who were devastated by Hurricane Laura. Our  
missions chair Perry Ratcliff (through his association in the water  
industry) found several pallets of water at Premium Water in Fort 
Worth. Premium allowed us to purchase this water at cost. We were 
additionally blessed by another committee member Riley MacManus 
who was able to have Blue Bell furnish the transportation of the water 
from Ft. Worth to Kirbyville TX for staging until the water could be  
deployed for distribution to storm victims. This was all coordinated  
with and through Sonya Meyers of the newly organized TXCDR (Texas 
Congregational Disaster Readiness) of the Texas Annual Conference. 
This all came together on Wednesday, September 23 as the water was 
loaded in Ft Worth and then the water was delivered in Kirbyville and 
can find its way to those who need it most. A great collaboration for the 
benefit of those in need of life-giving water all for the glory of God. 



Encouraged  
As we continue on another revolution around the sun, it’s time for school to hit full  

swing and for Kosovo (sorry all you Texas people) wonderful fall weather becomes the 

norm!  September is stunning for weekend hikes and inviting people to the office for 

coffee before or after half day classes.  Well...normally. 

 
Despite the sadness of missing out on a trip to the States this summer, Sarah and  

Hannah had a good summer filled with lots of bike riding, meeting new neighbors, and 

even a quick trip to the beach for some swimming since the local pools were generally 

closed.  As many of you can relate, we began preparing for school despite COVID  

raging in Kosovo.  We’ve adapted to hold our schedules pretty loosely in Kosovar  

culture but after being assured our school would start on schedule, the announcement 

of a two week delay less than 36 hours before the opening bell was a bit of a sucker 

punch.  Hannah is still trying to determine where to focus all her pent up excitement for 

the first grade (and going to her sister's big school) while we continue to wonder what a 

routine means.  Even Sarah’s initial excitement of extra summer vacation has quickly 

waned realizing the desire to see friends and get back to a rhythm.  It seems COVID is 

teaching the world that we long for normalcy where our cultural framework allows us to 

make decisions and operate smoothly.   

 
The struggles are real!!!  As a world we are trying to figure out how to balance work  

and new responsibilities: children at home, ever changing rules and social norms,  

and help protect those around us.  Kosovars are experiencing many of these same  

challenges.  Hopelessness is a disease that runs deeper than any virus here but COVID 

has really put the pressure on.  The economy continues to be hit hard as the typically 

booming summer holiday season has come and gone with only a fraction of the 

diaspora making their usual trek back.  Add to this the fact that per capita death rates I 

n Kosovo have been the highest in the world during multiple time periods despite many 

of the population thinking it's all a farce and it’s easy to see why this despair grows.   
 
As a team, encouragement is one of the values we live by.  We encourage young  

adults to claim their voice and to join in leading their country forward rather than  

leaving it for a place where the grass is greener.  Time and again we’ve seen incredible 

transformations take place in young peoples’ lives because someone took an interest in 

their growth and built them up.  It’s just so out of the norm here.  This is why we take 

them into the mountains and show them they can reach the peaks and despite the 

struggle, the end is worth it.  They can lead their peers to a brighter future, one that 

looks like the kingdom Jesus ushered in, where good news is proclaimed, people are 

healed, oppression is cast off, and the poor are cared for.    

UMYF Gatherings  
October 4 & 18 

5-6:30pm in the AC 

(note time change) 

Games & Lesson  

(no food provided) 

We will meet at the church at noon to head  
over to P6 Farms in Montgomery.  It is a great 
way to spend time outside doing something fun 

together.  To see all the fun activities they provide, check out 
their website:   https://www.p-6farms.com/.  We cannot take 
everyone in the church vehicle at this time so we are asking folks 
to go as a family.  Feel free to bring a friend!  The cost is $18 a 
person (no group rates at this time).  But Chris Ann and I will be 
asking families to only pay $12 a person.  This discount applies if 
you attend with us since I will be paying at one time for every-
one.  We will collect the $12 a person on Sunday in the church 
parking lot. Bring extra money for snacks and the additional 
events that cost extra (see website).   

SUNDAY, October 11 meet @noon 

SUNDAY, October 25 

@6:30pm  

Even if you don't have little ones 

anymore we need everyone to  

come out and help give our kids a fun and safe way to trick or 

treat.  We will once again have a trunk decorating contest.  This 

year we're asking everyone to come up with a fun way to pass  

out candy with social distancing. Think hooks, tubes, claws, rope, 

etc - BE CREATIVE!   Instead of chili cook off, I'm working with a 

local food truck to come set up and have dinner for everyone that 

comes.  Details on that coming soon!  Feel free to invite friends to 

come and participate.  The more trunks the BETTER!!  

https://www.p-6farms.com/


Children’s Corner  

What Happened in September 
Easy Sunday School lessons that follow the sermon have 

been (and will be) emailed each week- let me know if you 

want to be added to the list: ChrisAnn@FUMCBrenham.org! 
 

Building Blocks Family Study is up and running!  This 

month, we studied Noah’s Ark by building our own foil boat!  

We learned that in the Battle of Jericho, the power of God 

made the walls fall down.  We built cup walls and watched 

confetti cannons knock our walls down!  We built stomachs to 

see how food is digested when studying Jonah and the Whale.   

Our Building Blocks study is composed of two parts: the first 

is a face-to-face family time and the second is an extension 

activity to complete on your own.  Everyone is welcome!  

Bring a picnic blanket and drink.   The next few topics in-

clude: the Silent Years between the Old and New Testament, 

Jesus’ arrival and Resurrection.   There will not be a Building 

Blocks study on October 4 or October 11.   

A   HUGE  
Happy Birthday to our Favorite  

October Kids! 
 

Andrew Pauler (10/7),  

Attikus Grabarschick (10/16),  

and Jonathan Campbell (10/20) 

FUMC Brenham  

Childrens’ Ministry 

https://www.facebook.com/FUMC-

Brenham-Childrens-Ministry-100916674991774 

 

FUMC Children now have a new way to 

get QUICK reminders!  To be added to 

the list, simply text @fumckid123 to the 

#81010 

Is Your Child on Our Roster?   

Get them added now:  

ChrisAnn@FUMCBrenham.org 

A huge                                       goes to Karla Rettig for helping  

create the Backpack Blessing gifts: hand sanitizer holders.   

Your craftiness personalized the holders for Jesus!  Thank you! 

October 25, 6:30 PM: Trunk or Treat!   

Get dressed up, decorate your trunk,  
and bring a friend! We will have prizes for 
Decorated Trunks, Kid Costume Awards, 
and Best Adult Masks!  Be on the lookout 
for more information!! 

 

November 15: 3rd Grade Bibles!  Please let Chris Ann know 
if you want a Bible gifted to a 3rd grader you know!  Email 
her at: ChrisAnn@FUMCBrenham.org!   

mailto:ChrisAnn@FUMCBrenham.org
mailto:ChrisAnn@FUMCBrenham.org
mailto:ChrisAnn@FUMCBrenham.org


 

 

Newsletter Deadline 
 

Your next newsletter deadline 
will be Thursday, 

 October 22nd 
 by 4:00 PM.   

 
If you have a submission for 
the newsletter, please email 

your written article to 
fumc@fumcbrenham.org; 
or submit a handwritten  

article to the church office.  
This is the best way to make 
sure that all the information 
for your article is accurate.  

 

CHURCH ATTENDANCE 
 
 

Sunday, September 6, 2020 
           
Offering:                     $4,370.00 
 
  
Sunday, September 13, 2020 

 
Offering:                   $10,161.00 
 

  
Sunday, September 20, 2020 

 
Offering:                   $14,362.00 
 
 
Sunday, September 27, 2020 

 
Offering:                    $3,155.00 
 

2020 Budget: $668,783.00 
Offering Needed Each 
Week:  $12,861.40 

 
ONLINE WORSHIP 

Is still available  
 

Sunday mornings 
8:30 AM Traditional  

10:00 AM Celebration Services 
https://www.facebook.com/

FUMCBrenham/ 
  

The Traditional Service is  
broadcast each Sunday  

on Brenham Radio KWHI/AM 
1280 at 11:00 a.m.  

and Channel 96 Cable TV at  
11:00 a.m. 

The Monday Morning Bible Study resumes meeting in person on 
October 5th at 10:00 a.m. in the Activity Center.  Please be sure  
to wear your mask and social distance. 

MONDAY MORNING BIBLE 
STUDY  10:00 AM 

To reserve your spot, 

go to: 

www.fumcbrenham.org 

 

Click on the service you 

wish to attend and then 

click on sign up. 

Don’t forget 

to set your 

clocks back 

before going 

to bed on 

October 

31
st

. 



PRAYER CONCERNS 

Members 
 

 

 

 

 

  

  

Otto Janner 

Martha & William Lee 

Beverly Leyrer 

Coleen Murphey 

Judy Pendergrass 

Jean & Harold Pool 

Red Powell 

Chris & Tom Rogers 

Edna Rote 

Jody Tyson 

Elaine & Ron Walberg 

Linda Winstanley 

Faye Wubbenhorst 

Cindy Mullins  

Jack Purl 

Lloyd Pieper 

Carrie Polwart 

Karen Presley 

Sue Quin 

Kathy Revenaugh 

Stan Royal 

Barbara Scates 

Jim Sockwell 

Marissa Spangler 

Susan Stollman 

Brylee Waltrip 

Barbara & Lloyd Wilganowski 

  

Lois Albright 

Bobby Cook 

Rick Fitzgerald 

Sue Gibson 

Don Gore 

Carol & John Haarmeyer 

Melissa Hale 

Dianne Hall 

Julie & Ed Hardin 

Kathi Ivy 

Mike Kalil 

Sharon & Fred Ketcham 

Don & Ray Manchester 

Susan McMurray 

Ernestine Moore 

 

 

 

Glen Amerson 

Family of Ed Baker 

Mary Burgess  

Virginia Collier 

Wanda Curbo 

Beverly Duree  

Susan Ebel   

Ellen & Jim Ellison  

Marshia & Bud Foster 

Carolyn & Keith Hale 

Joycine & Louis Hannath 

Luene Harmer 

Virginia & A.W. Hodde, Jr 

Lydia House 

Others 

First United Methodist Church 

Making Disciples of 

 Jesus Christ 

408 North Baylor, Brenham, TX 77833-3213 

979-836-2008 

www.fumcbrenham.org 

Methodist Weekday Child Development Center 

979-830-8661 

Church Staff 

Rev. Bobbie Maltas, Senior Pastor  

Rev. Greg Smith, Associate Pastor  

Jennifer Patrick, Director of Youth and Wesley Foundation 

Chris Ann Stroech, Children’s Ministry Coordinator 

Matt Hulon, Minister of Music 

Diane Garrett, Organist 

Kris Trevino, Office Manager  

Delores Hammargren, Administrative Assistant 

Raemona Burks, Child Development Center Director  

Lelli Hernandez, Nursery Coordinator  

Cindy Mathis, Custodian 

http://www.fumcbrenham.org


       
    1 2 3 
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11 12 13 14 15 16 17 
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10:00 AM 

Bible Study/AC  

Mask and Social Distance 

1:30 PM 

WMCDC Board Mtg/AC 

12:00 PM 

Communion in the 

Sanctuary 

  

CONFIRMATION SUNDAY 

8:30 AM 

Traditional Service/Sanc 

10:00 AM 

Celebration Service/AC 

5:00 PM 

UMYF/AC 

8:30 AM 

Traditional Service/Sanc 

10:00 AM 

Celebration Service/AC 

11:00 AM 

Communion on lawn 

12:00 PM 

Children/Youth to P-6 Farm 

8:30 AM 

Traditional Service/Sanc 

10:00 AM 

Celebration Service/AC 

4:30 PM 

Charge Conference/ZOOM 

6:30 PM 

Trunk or Treat/Market St. 

Parking lot 

8:30 AM 

Traditional Service/Sanc 

10:00 AM 

Celebration Service/AC 

2:30 PM 

Campus Clean Up 

5:00 PM 

UMYF/AC 

6:00 PM 

Building Blocks/front lawn 

11:30 AM 

Book Club/FH 

12:00 PM 

Ladies Gathering/Fireman’s 

Park Pavilion-bring sack lunch 

12:00 PM 

Susanna Circle/AC 

 

SET CLOCKS BACK BEFORE 

GOING TO BED. 

DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME ENDS 

Central Standard Time  

Begins at 2:00 AM November 1

12:00 PM 

Ladies Gathering/

Fireman’s  

Park Pavilion-bring sack 

lunch 

4:00 PM 

Newsletter Deadline 

12:00 PM 

Ladies Gathering/

Fireman’s  

Park Pavilion-bring sack 

lunch 

12:00 PM 

Ladies Gathering/

Fireman’s  

Park Pavilion-bring sack 

lunch 

6:00 PM 

Board of Stewards/In 

person in the AC or Zoom 

  

1:00 PM 

Program Staff/FH 

  

10:00 AM 

Bible Study/AC  

Mask and Social Distance 

 

 

10:00 AM 

Bible Study/AC  

Mask and Social Distance 

 

 

10:00 AM 

Bible Study/AC  

Mask and Social Distance 

 

 


