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Traditional Worship 

  
Introit 
 
Welcome and Announcements 
 
Prelude  
 
*Call to Worship (Congregation Bold)   
 
From weeping to laughter, graveyard to garden, 

So God creates life from death! 

From sickness to healing, desperate to hope, 

So God shines light in the darkness! 

From uncertainty to confidence, timidity to courage, 

So God gives life, light and faith to God’s people! 

  
*Hymn of Celebration                           Forward Through the Ages                                       UMH 555 

 

1. Forward through the ages, in unbroken line, 

move the faithful spirits at the call divine; 

gifts in differing measure, hearts of one accord, 

manifold the service, one the sure reward. 

Refrain: 

Forward through the ages, in unbroken line, 

move the faithful spirits at the call divine. 

 

2. Wider grows the kingdom, reign of love and light; 

for it we must labor, till our faith is sight. 

Prophets have proclaimed it, martyrs testified, 

poets sung its glory, heroes for it died. 

(Refrain) 

 

3. Not alone we conquer, not alone we fall; 

in each loss or triumph lose or triumph all. 

Bound by God's far purpose in one living whole, 

move we on together to the shining goal. 

(Refrain) 

 

 
 *A Modern Affirmation (Congregation Bold)                                                      UMH 885  

Where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is the one true church, apostolic and universal, whose Holy faith 
let us now declare: 

 

 



 We believe in God the Father, infinite in wisdom, power, and love, whose mercy is over all His 
works, and whose will is ever directed to His children's good. We believe in Jesus Christ, Son 
of God and Son of man, the gift of the Father's unfailing grace, the ground of our hope, and 
the promise of our deliverance from sin and death. We believe in the Holy Spirit as the divine 
presence in our lives, whereby we are kept in perpetual remembrance of the truth of Christ, 
and find strength and help in time of need. We believe that this faith should manifest itself in 
the service of love as set forth in the example of our blessed Lord, to the end that the kingdom 
of God may come upon the earth. Amen.          

 *Gloria Patri                                                                                                       UMH  70 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 
world without end.  Amen.  Amen. 

 
Children’s Time Chris Ann Stroech 

Prayer of Illumination (Congregation Bold)  
 
God, our guide and helper: In the Scriptures you have given us the resources to find the way of life 
you intend for us.  Now, by your Spirit’s faithfulness, enable us to understand this way without 
distortion and to walk in it without timidity; through Jesus Christ our Savior. 
Amen. 
 
 
New Testament Reading            Acts 4:32-35  
 
32 Now the whole group of those who believed were of one heart and soul, and no one claimed private 
ownership of any possessions, but everything they owned was held in common. 33 With great power 
the apostles gave their testimony to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and great grace was upon 
them all. 34 There was not a needy person among them, for as many as owned lands or houses sold 
them and brought the proceeds of what was sold. 35 They laid it at the apostles’ feet, and it was 
distributed to each as any had need.           
                  
*Gospel Reading            John 20: 19-31  
 

19 When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house where the 
disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, 
“Peace be with you.” 20 After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples 
rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 21 Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has 
sent me, so I send you.” 22 When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive 
the Holy Spirit. 23 If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, 
they are retained.” 

24 But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus 
came. 25 So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless I see 
the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, I 
will not believe.” 

 

 



26 A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. Although the doors 
were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 27 Then he said to 
Thomas, “Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my side. Do not 
doubt but believe.” 28 Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!” 29 Jesus said to him, “Have you 
believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to 
believe.” 

30 Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in this 
book. 31 But these are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of 
God, and that through believing you may have life in his name.         

The Word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God. 
 
Message                                                                                                               Rev. Bobbie Maltas 
                               Testimonies from Adult/Teen Challenge              “Reality is…”  
 
Gospel Hymn                                             Trust and Obey                           UMH 467 
 

1. When we walk with the Lord 
in the light of his word, 

what a glory he sheds on our way! 
While we do his good will, 

he abides with us still, 
and with all who will trust and obey. 

Refrain: 
Trust and obey, for there's no other way 

to be happy in Jesus, but to trust and obey. 
 

2. Not a burden we bear, 
not a sorrow we share, 

but our toil he doth richly repay; 
not a grief or a loss, 

not a frown or a cross, 
but is blest if we trust and obey. 

(Refrain) 
 

3. But we never can prove 
the delights of his love 

until all on the altar we lay; 
for the favor he shows, 
for the joy he bestows, 

are for them who will trust and obey. 
(Refrain) 

 
4. Then in fellowship sweet 

we will sit at his feet, 
or we'll walk by his side in the way; 

what he says we will do, 
where he sends we will go; 

never fear, only trust and obey. 
(Refrain) 

 



Pastoral Prayer and The Lord’s Prayer (Congregation Bold)    
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on 
earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our trespasses as we 
forgive those who trespass against us.  Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever.  Amen. 
 
Sung Amen                    UMH 898 
 
Giving our Tithes and Offerings 
 
Offertory Prayer 
 
Holy One, we do not doubt that Jesus, the Messiah, lives again. Yet, only one short week from 
Easter, our thoughts are cluttered with finite, insignificant activities and agendas. Instead of remaining 
focused on the abundance of divine transformation, we return to a pessimistic mindset of scarcity. 
Refocus our attention on the joy of Easter, so that we may recognize all that we have received and be 
led to give cheerfully. We pray in the name of Jesus Christ. Amen.  
 
  (Sanctuary worshippers are invited to bring their tithe/offering to the plate on the Chancel.) 

 
Offertory                                                                                                                  

(Undesignated $1 bills go to support Dollars for Missions.) 
*Doxology                                     UMH 94 

     Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
     Praise God, all creatures here below: Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Praise God, the source of all our gifts; 
Praise Jesus Christ whose power uplifts! Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit! 

Alleluia!  Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 

*Invitation to Christian Discipleship and Church Membership  
 

*Hymn of Commitment       Love Divine, All Loves Excelling                                       UMH 384 

 
1. Love divine, all loves excelling, 

joy of heaven, to earth come down; 
fix in us thy humble dwelling; 
all thy faithful mercies crown! 

Jesus thou art all compassion, 
pure, unbounded love thou art; 

visit us with thy salvation; 
enter every trembling heart. 

 
2. Breathe, O breathe thy loving Spirit 

into every troubled breast! 
Let us all in thee inherit; 

let us find that second rest. 
Take away our bent to sinning; 

Alpha and Omega be; 
end of faith, as its beginning, 

set our hearts at liberty. 
 



3. Come, Almighty to deliver, 
let us all thy life receive; 

suddenly return and never, 
nevermore thy temples leave. 

Thee we would be always blessing, 
serve thee as thy hosts above, 

pray and praise thee without ceasing, 
glory in thy perfect love. 

 
4. Finish, then, thy new creation; 

pure and spotless let us be. 
Let us see thy great salvation 

perfectly restored in thee; 
changed from glory into glory, 

till in heaven we take our place, 
till we cast our crowns before thee, 

lost in wonder, love, and praise. 
 

*Benediction 

 
Postlude           Please remain in your seats to enjoy the postlude.  
 


