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Traditional Worship 
  
Introit 
 
Welcome and Announcements 
 
Prelude  
 
*Call to Worship (Congregation Bold)   
 
Roll back the stone of death! 
The stone has been rolled away! 
Run to see the empty tomb! 
Except for burial cloths, it is empty! 
Death no longer has power.  Jesus has conquered sin and death. 
Jesus, who once was dead is now alive.  He is alive forevermore! 
Jesus Christ is risen! 
He is risen indeed! 
  
*Processional Hymn of Praise                    Christ the Lord is Risen Today                           UMH 302 

 
1. Christ the Lord is risen today, Alleluia! 
Earth and heaven in chorus say, Alleluia! 

Raise your joys and triumphs high, Alleluia! 
Sing, ye heavens, and earth reply, Alleluia! 

 
2. Love's redeeming work is done, Alleluia! 

Fought the fight, the battle won, Alleluia! 
Death in vain forbids him rise, Alleluia! 
Christ has opened paradise, Alleluia! 

 
3. Lives again our glorious King, Alleluia! 

Where, O death, is now thy sting? Alleluia! 
Once he died our souls to save, Alleluia! 

Where's thy victory, boasting grave? Alleluia! 
 

4. Soar we now where Christ has led, Alleluia! 
Following our exalted Head, Alleluia! 

Made like him, like him we rise, Alleluia! 
Ours the cross, the grave, the skies, Alleluia! 

 
5. Hail the Lord of earth and heaven, Alleluia! 

Praise to thee by both be given, Alleluia! 
Thee we greet triumphant now, Alleluia! 

Hail the Resurrection, thou, Alleluia! 
 

6. King of glory, soul of bliss, Alleluia! 
Everlasting life is this, Alleluia! 

Thee to know, thy power to prove, Alleluia! 
Thus to sing, and thus to love, Alleluia! 

 



 
 *Affirmation of Faith                   Affirmation From Romans 8:35, 37-39                         UMH 887  

Leader: 

Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall 
tribulation or distress, or persecution or famine, or nakedness or 
peril or sword? 

People: 

No!  In all things we are more than conquerors through the One who 
loved us.  We are sure that neither death nor life, nor angels, nor 
principalities, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor 
height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to 
separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.  Thanks be 
to God! Amen.         

 *Gloria Patri                                                                                                       UMH  70 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 
world without end.  Amen.  Amen. 

 
Prayer of Illumination (Congregation Bold) 
 
Almighty God, through your only Son you overcame death and opened to us the light of eternity. 

Enlighten our minds and kindle our hearts with the presence of your Spirit, that we may hear your 

words of comfort and challenge in the reading of the scriptures, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

New Testament Reading                                    1 Corinthians 15:1-11 

1 Now I would remind you, brothers and sisters, of the good news that I proclaimed to you, which you 
in turn received, in which also you stand, 2 through which also you are being saved, if you hold firmly 
to the message that I proclaimed to you—unless you have come to believe in vain. 

3 For I handed on to you as of first importance what I in turn had received: that Christ died for our sins 
in accordance with the scriptures, 4 and that he was buried, and that he was raised on the third day in 
accordance with the scriptures, 5 and that he appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve. 6 Then he 
appeared to more than five hundred brothers and sisters at one time, most of whom are still alive, 
though some have died. 7 Then he appeared to James, then to all the apostles. 8 Last of all, as to one 
untimely born, he appeared also to me. 9 For I am the least of the apostles, unfit to be called an 
apostle, because I persecuted the church of God. 10 But by the grace of God I am what I am, and his 
grace toward me has not been in vain. On the contrary, I worked harder than any of them—though it 
was not I, but the grace of God that is with me. 11 Whether then it was I or they, so we proclaim and 
so you have come to believe. 

 

 

 



*Gospel Reading                                                  Mark 16:1-8 
 
1 When the sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James, and Salome bought 

spices, so that they might go and anoint him. 2 And very early on the first day of the week, when the 

sun had risen, they went to the tomb. 3 They had been saying to one another, “Who will roll away the 

stone for us from the entrance to the tomb?” 4 When they looked up, they saw that the stone, which 

was very large, had already been rolled back. 5 As they entered the tomb, they saw a young man, 

dressed in a white robe, sitting on the right side; and they were alarmed. 6 But he said to them, “Do 

not be alarmed; you are looking for Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified. He has been raised; he is 

not here. Look, there is the place they laid him. 7 But go, tell his disciples and Peter that he is going 

ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see him, just as he told you.” 8 So they went out and fled from 

the tomb, for terror and amazement had seized them; and they said nothing to anyone, for they were 

afraid. 
 

The Word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God. 
 
Message                                                                                         Rev. Greg Smith 
 
Gospel Hymn                                              In The Garden                                                      UMH 314 
 

1. I come to the garden alone 
while the dew is still on the roses, 

and the voice I hear falling on my ear, 
the Son of God discloses. 

Refrain: 
And he walks with me, and he talks with me, 

and he tells me I am his own; 
and the joy we share as we tarry there, 

none other has ever known. 
 

2. He speaks, and the sound of his voice 
is so sweet the birds hush their singing, 

and the melody that he gave to me 
within my heart is ringing. 

(Refrain) 
 

3. I'd stay in the garden with him 
though the night around me be falling, 

but he bids me go; thru the voice of woe 
his voice to me is calling. 

(Refrain) 
  
Invitation, Confession and Pardon (Congregation Bold) 
 
God has opened to us the gates of righteousness that we may enter through them. Confident in 
God’s love, let us confess our sin. 
  
Lord Jesus, through the power of the Holy Spirit we have been raised from the waters of 
baptism to share in your glorious resurrection.  Yet we have not lived as Easter people.  
We are unsure of your promise, confused about your will, and afraid in  
the face of danger.   
 
  



Like Mary, we weep at the tomb, but do not recognize your presence.  Call us by name, Risen 
Lord, that we may know you with confidence.  When we are tempted to fear death, give us 
courage to confess your Easter victory.  When we are distracted by petty conflicts, keep our 
minds on your reconciling love. When we are overwhelmed by the power of evil, reveal to us 
again your triumph over the destructive powers of oppression.  Forgive us our sin and let our 
lives be a testimony to your salvation through the love of God and by the  
power of your Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
  
Receive this good news, Church: God who raised Jesus from the dead has not given us over to 
death.  In the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.  Thanks be to God.  Amen. 
                           
Giving our Tithes and Offerings 
 
Offertory Prayer 
  
God of Resurrection, today we celebrate the miracle that was created for all who are ready to 
receive.  Your absolute decree of the Risen Son reminds us that our faith is connected 
intimately to your amazing, unwavering love. Multiply these gifts so the promises of a 
seemingly distant heaven become more of a reality on Earth. Amen 
 
Offertory                            

(Undesignated $1 bills go to support Dollars for Missions.) 
 

 
*Doxology                                     UMH 94 

     Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
     Praise God, all creatures here below: Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Praise God, the source of all our gifts; 
Praise Jesus Christ whose power uplifts! Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit! 

Alleluia!  Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 

 
*The Great Thanksgiving Easter Morning, Music Setting B (with Pastoral additions)       UMH 18 
 
 The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them up to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is good to give our thanks and praise. 
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, 
 always and everywhere to give thanks to you, 
 Almighty God, creator of heaven and earth . . .  
And so,  
 with your people on earth and all the company of heaven, 
 we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
  
(Sing after the cantor.) 
 
  
 
 



Holy, holy, holy Lord,   
God of power and might.  
Heaven and earth are full of your glory, 
Hosanna in the highest! 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna! 
In the highest! 
  
.And so, in remembrance of these your mighty acts in Jesus Christ, we offer ourselves in praise and 
thanksgiving as a holy and living sacrifice, in union with Christs’ offering for us as we proclaim the  
mystery of faith. 
 
(Sing after the cantor.) 
  
Christ has died;  
Christ is risen;  
Christ will come again. 
  
Living God, hear our prayer: 
Make of this world your new creation! 
Before we call, you answer, O Lord.   
Before we speak, you know our words. 
Let there be joy in Jerusalem,  
and peace among all nations. 
Let sounds of weeping and cries of distress 
turn into shouts of joy and laughter.  
Let infants grow and thrive;  
let the old dance like children. 
Let every person find a home  
and enjoy the fruit of their labor. 
Let the wolf and the lamb live in peace;  
let no one hurt or destroy one another. 
Show us, O God, the holy mountain you have prepared,  
the new heaven and new earth you have promised so that we may be  
glad and rejoice in your presence forever; 
Through your Son Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit in your holy Church, all honor and glory is yours, 
Almighty God, now and forever.  
  
(Sing after the cantor.) 
  
Amen, amen, amen. 
 
                          
The Lord's Prayer 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on 
earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our trespasses, as 
we forgive those who trespass against us.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 
Giving the Bread and Cup 
 



 
Prayer After Communion  
 
Holy, gracious, God, here at this table your promise of life is  
made tangible. We have rested in the depth of your love;  
We have tasted your nourishing, nurturing presence; 
We accept you into our bodies, into our lives.  
Together, at this table, you have offered us life.  
Together, by your grace, we accept the life you offer.  
And we give you thanks. Amen. 
  
*Invitation to Church Membership and Christian Discipleship 
 
*Hymn of Commitment                        The Day of Resurrection                                            UMH 303 
 

1. The day of resurrection! 
Earth, tell it out abroad; 

the passover of gladness, 
the passover of God. 

From death to life eternal, 
from earth unto the sky, 

our Christ hath brought us over, 
with hymns of victory. 

 
2. Our hearts be pure from evil, 

that we may see aright 
the Lord in rays eternal 

of resurrection light; 
and listening to his accents, 
may hear, so calm and plain, 

his own "All hail!" and, hearing, 
may raise the victor strain. 

 
3. Now let the heavens be joyful! 

Let earth the song begin! 
Let the round world keep triumph, 

and all that is therein! 
Let all things seen and unseen 
their notes in gladness blend, 
for Christ the Lord hath risen, 

our joy that hath no end. 
 

*Benediction 
 
Postlude           . 
 
Flowering of the Cross 


