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Traditional Worship  
   
Introit  
  
Welcome and Announcements.    
 

Inviting Christ to grow and empower us as Christian disciples who,  
in turn, help others grow in Christ. 

 
Prelude                                                                                                                    
 
*Call to Worship (Congregation Bold)         
 

It is good to give thanks to the LORD,                                                                                                     
to sing praises to your name, O Most High; 
to declare your steadfast love in the morning, 
 and your faithfulness by night, 
 to the music of the lute and the harp, 
  to the melody of the lyre. 
 For you, O LORD, have made me glad by your work; 
    at the works of your hands I sing for joy. How great are your works, O LORD! 
 

*Hymn of Celebration                   Love Divine All Love’s Excelling                                        UMH 384 
 

1. Love divine, all loves excelling, 
joy of heaven, to earth come down; 

fix in us thy humble dwelling; 
all thy faithful mercies crown! 

Jesus thou art all compassion, 
pure, unbounded love thou art; 

visit us with thy salvation; 
enter every trembling heart. 

 
2. Breathe, O breathe thy loving Spirit 

into every troubled breast! 
Let us all in thee inherit; 

let us find that second rest. 
Take away our bent to sinning; 

Alpha and Omega be; 
end of faith, as its beginning, 

set our hearts at liberty. 
 

3. Come, Almighty to deliver, 
let us all thy life receive; 

suddenly return and never, 
nevermore thy temples leave. 

Thee we would be always blessing, 
serve thee as thy hosts above, 

pray and praise thee without ceasing, 
glory in thy perfect love. 

 
 
 
 



 
4. Finish, then, thy new creation; 

pure and spotless let us be. 
Let us see thy great salvation 

perfectly restored in thee; 
changed from glory into glory, 

till in heaven we take our place, 
till we cast our crowns before thee, 

lost in wonder, love, and praise. 

*A Statement of Faith of the United Church of Canada  UMH 883  
 

We are not alone, we live in God’s world. 
We believe in God: 
who has created and is creating, who has come in Jesus, 
the Word made flesh, to reconcile and make new, 
who works in us and others by the Spirit. We trust in God.  
We are called to be the Church: 
to celebrate God’s presence, to live with respect in Creation, 
to love and serve others, to seek justice and resist evil, 
to proclaim Jesus, crucified and risen, our judge and our hope. 
In life, in death, in life beyond death, God is with us. 
We are not alone. Thanks be to God. 
 

 
*Gloria Patri                                                                                                                             UMH  70  

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,  

world without end.  Amen.  Amen. 

  
Children’s Time Chris Ann Stroech 

 

Prayer of Illumination (Congregation Bold)  
 
Living God, help us so to hear your holy Word that we may truly understand; that, understanding, we 
may believe, and, believing, we may follow in all faithfulness and obedience, seeking your honor and 
glory in all that we do; through Christ our Lord. Amen 
 
Old Testament Reading                          Ezekiel 17:22-24 

22 Thus says the Lord GOD: 

I myself will take a sprig 
    from the lofty top of a cedar; 
    I will set it out. 
I will break off a tender one 
    from the topmost of its young twigs; 
I myself will plant it 
    on a high and lofty mountain. 



 
23 On the mountain height of Israel 
    I will plant it, 
in order that it may produce boughs and bear fruit, 
    and become a noble cedar. 
Under it every kind of bird will live; 
    in the shade of its branches will nest 
    winged creatures of every kind. 
24 All the trees of the field shall know 
    that I am the LORD. 
I bring low the high tree, 
    I make high the low tree; 
I dry up the green tree 
    and make the dry tree flourish. 
I the LORD have spoken; 
    I will accomplish it. 

  *Gospel Reading                       Mark 4:26-34  

26 He also said, “The kingdom of God is as if someone would scatter seed on the ground, 27 and would 
sleep and rise night and day, and the seed would sprout and grow, he does not know how. 28 The 
earth produces of itself, first the stalk, then the head, then the full grain in the head. 29 But when the 
grain is ripe, at once he goes in with his sickle, because the harvest has come.” 

30 He also said, “With what can we compare the kingdom of God, or what parable will we use for 
it? 31 It is like a mustard seed, which, when sown upon the ground, is the smallest of all the seeds on 
earth; 32 yet when it is sown it grows up and becomes the greatest of all shrubs, and puts forth large 
branches, so that the birds of the air can make nests in its shade.” 

33 With many such parables he spoke the word to them, as they were able to hear it; 34 he did not 
speak to them except in parables, but he explained everything in private to his disciples. 

The Word of God for the people of God.  Thanks be to God. 

Message                       Dr. Greg Smith 

 
Gospel Hymn                             Hymn of Promise                                                UMH 707 
 

1. In the bulb there is a flower; in the seed, an apple tree; 
In cocoons, a hidden promise: butterflies will soon be free! 

In the cold and snow of winter there's a spring that waits to be, 
Unrevealed until its season, something God alone can see. 

 
2.  There's a song in every silence, seeking word and melody; 

There's a dawn in every darkness, bringing hope to you and me. 
From the past will come the future; what it holds, a mystery, 
Unrevealed until its season, something God alone can see. 

 
3.  In our end is our beginning; in our time, infinity; 
In our doubt there is believing; in our life, eternity, 
In our death, a resurrection; at the last, a victory, 

Unrevealed until its season, something God alone can see. 



 
Pastoral Prayer and The Lord’s Prayer (Congregation Bold)    
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on 
earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our trespasses as we 
forgive those who trespass against us.  Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever.  Amen. 
 
 
Sung Amen                    UMH 898 
 
Giving our Tithes and Offerings 
 
Offertory Prayer 
 
Heavenly Father, you have offered us such abundance.  We are so very blessed.  Yet, we often think 
that we have so little. Thank you for reminding us that even our mustard seed-sized gift may grow 
beyond our individual possibility.  So, today we place before you our gifts –knowing that you 
transform our scarcity into your abundance.  Thanks be to God.  Amen. 
 
  (Sanctuary worshippers are invited to bring their tithe/offering to the plate on the Chancel.) 

 
Offertory                                                     (Undesignated $1 bills go to support Dollars for Missions.) 
 
*Doxology                                     UMH 94 

     Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
     Praise God, all creatures here below: Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Praise God, the source of all our gifts; 
Praise Jesus Christ whose power uplifts! Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit! 

Alleluia!  Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 

*Invitation to Christian Discipleship and Church Membership  
 

*Hymn of Commitment                  The Church’s One Foundation                                      UMH 545 
 

1. The church's one foundation 
is Jesus Christ her Lord; 
she is his new creation 
by water and the Word. 

From heaven he came and sought her 
to be his holy bride; 

with his own blood he bought her, 
and for her life he died. 

 
2. Elect from every nation, 
yet one o'er all the earth; 
her charter of salvation, 

one Lord, one faith, one birth; 
one holy name she blesses, 

partakes one holy food, 
and to one hope she presses, 

with every grace endued. 



 
3. Though with a scornful wonder 

we see her sore oppressed, 
by schisms rent asunder, 
by heresies distressed, 

yet saints their watch are keeping; 
their cry goes up, "How long?" 
And soon the night of weeping 

shall be the morn of song. 
 

4. Mid toil and tribulation, 
and tumult of her war, 

she waits the consummation 
of peace forevermore; 

till, with the vision glorious, 
her longing eyes are blest, 

and the great church victorious 
shall be the church at rest. 

 
5. Yet she on earth hath union 

with God the Three in One, 
and mystic sweet communion 
with those whose rest is won. 

O happy ones and holy! 
Lord, give us grace that we 

like them, the meek and lowly, 
on high may dwell with thee. 

 
*Benediction 

 
Postlude           Please remain in your seats to enjoy the postlude.  


