
First United Methodist Church 
Inviting Christ to Grow And Empower Us As Disciples 

Who, In Turn, Help Others Grow In Christ. 

Advent Devotional 2021 

December Events  

at Brenham’s First United Methodist Church 

 
November 28th--11:00 a.m. Hanging of the Greens (combined                
         services)/Sanctuary 
 
December 5th--4:30 p.m.    Blue Christmas/Sanctuary 
 
December 19th--4:00 p.m.  Family Christmas Caroling/ 
                                                      Meet in the AC parking lot 
December 20th--6:00 p.m. Family Movie Night, “The Star”/ 
        Westwood Cinema 
 
December 24th--7:00 p.m. Christmas Eve Service/Sanctuary to                           
                          Lawn 
 
December 26th--11:00 a.m. Combined Celebration and 
                           Traditional Services/Sanctuary 
 

 

 

 



This same hope and peace are reflected on the night of Jesus’ birth. Luke describes 
the story of Christmas; as a child…yet a king, an infant…yet a ruler. Think back to 
that midnight over 2,000 Decembers ago and how magnificent it must have been to 
see the King of eternity laying in a manger. This small little baby, the gift of peace 
yearned for by so many.  
 
The power and awe that the shepherds and wise men knew they were looking at that 
cold December night is the same power that we partake in. Let us rejoice with the 
angels singing! 
 
Prayer: 
Heavenly Father,   
We thank you for sending Jesus to be born in Bethlehem on that astonishing night. 
Thank you for the good news of joy. Help us to shine a light in the world during this 
Christmas season. Amen.  
 
Casey and Haley Henly  

Welcome! 

We hope you enjoy this season of Advent 2021. 

Advent is a season of four weeks including four Sundays. Advent derives from the 

Latin adventus, which means "coming." The season proclaims the comings of the 

Christ—whose birth we prepare to celebrate once again, who comes continually in 

Word and Spirit, and whose return in final victory we anticipate. Each year Advent 

calls the community of faith to prepare for these comings; historically, the season was 

marked by fasts for preparation. Each Sunday of Advent has its distinctive theme: 

Christ's coming in final victory (First Sunday), John the Baptist (Second and Third 

Sundays), and the events immediately preceding the birth of Jesus Christ (Fourth 

Sunday). 

This Advent Devotional is a gift to the congregation of First United Methodist Church 

from the Worship Committee.  The daily devotions were written by the clergy, staff 

and congregation of the church.   

Good Advent! 
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Sunday, November 28, 2021    Jeremiah 33:14-16 (NIV) 

 
“‘The days are coming,’ declares the Lord, ‘when I will fulfill the good promise I  

made to the people of Israel and Judah. “‘In those days and at that time I will make 

a righteous Branch sprout from David’s line;  he will do what is just and right in the 

land.  In those days Judah will be saved, and Jerusalem will live in safety. This is the 

name by which he will be called: The Lord Our Righteous Savior.’ 

 
“What lies ahead?”, “I am frightened”, “I want things to go back to normal”.  You have 

probably uttered one or more of these phrases at some point in your life.  Maybe even 

very recently.  After all, we are living amid so much uncertainty.  Nothing seems to be 

the way it used to be.  Normal?  What does that even mean anymore?   

I can’t recall ever feeling this uncertain, this uneasy.  Or can I?  

Personally, I am quite certain that I felt immense nervousness and restlessness when 

I left home for Texas A&M, when I moved to Houston for my first job after college, 

when I changed careers, when I started a small business, when we became parents, 

when we moved to Brenham…you get the picture.  So many times, in my life I can  

reflect upon seasons of change that initially brought uncertainty and fear yet yielded 

immense joy.   

 

Like the Israelites, God showed up for me every.single.time. Even when all seems lost, 

God is still faithful.  Even in a season as unsettling as our current one, His light will 

break in.  He promises to set things right.  And God doesn’t break his promises.   

 
Prayer: 

Heavenly Father, thank you for Your faithfulness.  We ask that you prepare our 

hearts for this Advent season by replacing our fears with Your assurance; our  

uncertainties with Your peace; and our discouragement with Your comfort. Equip  

us to share the Hope you have given us so that others may see You in the midst of 

their battles.  In your heavenly name we pray, Amen. 

 
Kimberley Behrens 

Friday, December 24, 2021                                                            Luke 2:1-20 (NIV) 
 
In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should be taken of the  
entire Roman world. (This was the first census that took place while Quirinius was 
governor of Syria.) And everyone went to their own town to register. So, Joseph also 
went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to Bethlehem the town of  
David, because he belonged to the house and line of David. He went there to register 
with Mary, who was pledged to be married to him and was expecting a child. While 
they were there, the time came for the baby to be born, and she gave birth to her 
firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in cloths and placed him in a manger, because 
there was no guest room available for them. And there were shepherds living out  
in the fields nearby, keeping watch over their flocks at night. An angel of the Lord  
appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were  
terrified. But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I bring you good news that 
will cause great joy for all the people.  Today in the town of David a Savior has been 
born to you; he is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign to you: You will find a  
baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.” Suddenly a great company of the 
heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising God, and saying, “Glory to God in 
the highest heaven, and on earth peace to those on whom his favor rests.” When the 
angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let’s 
go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has told us 
about.” So, they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who was  
lying in the manger. When they had seen him, they spread the word concerning what 
had been told them about this child, and all who heard it were amazed at what the 
shepherds said to them. But Mary treasured up all these things and pondered them in 
her heart. The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things they 
had heard and seen, which were just as they had been told. 
 
“It came upon a midnight clear…” 
“The world in solemn stillness lay…”  
“Above its sad and lowly plains...”  
“The blessed angels sing...” 
 
These are words written in 1849 as a poem by Pastor Edmund Sears during a time of 
war between America and Mexico. We know it today as a popular Christmas hymn. 
However, the poem was written to provide words of hope and peace after a period of 
war. This song is a perfect description of how the prophets from Isaiah share with us 
the excitement of the coming King.  
 
(continued) 
 



Monday, November 29, 2021                                                               Psalm 90: 1-12 
 
1Whoever goes to the Lord for safety, whoever remains under the protection of  
the Almighty, 2 can say to him,     “You are my defender and protector.   You are my 
God; in you I trust.”  3 He will keep you safe from all hidden dangers   and from all 
deadly diseases.  4 He will cover you with his wings;  you will be safe in his care; his 
faithfulness will protect and defend you.  5 You need not fear any dangers at night  or 
sudden attacks during the day 6 

 or the plagues that strike in the dark or the evils that 
kill in daylight.  7 A thousand may fall dead beside you, ten thousand all around you, 
but you will not be harmed.  8 You will look and see how the wicked are punished.  
9 You have made the Lord your defender, the Most High your protector, 10 and so no 
disaster will strike you, no violence will come near your home.  11 God will put his  
angels in charge of you to protect you wherever you go.  12 They will hold you up  
with their hands to keep you from hurting your feet on the stones. 
 
Psalm 90 encourages us to “count our days.”  This is the season of the year when  
we all find ourselves waiting, counting days - the number of shopping days before 
Christmas, the number of school days before Christmas vacation, the number of days 
until pay day. 
 
Psalm 90 is where we get the idea that “God’s time” is not the same as “our time.”. 
1000 years is nothing in God’s time but it is a long time for us.  But our lives,  
however long, will always not only be brief over against forever but will be  
bafflingly brief to us as we live through them. 
 
Every year seems to pass by more and more quickly.  Again, Psalm 90 invites us to 
count our days.  Perhaps turning that phrase around might unlock its meaning for us. 
 
What would it mean for us to make every day of our lives count?  What makes  
something “count” in the long run?  When I think about my own life, it isn’t some  
kind of major accomplishment that would make my life count.  It is instead the  
little pieces of daily faithfulness that probably makes the most difference.  This is  
a good thing because when I’m gone, those who will miss me and those I most  
affect won’t have a lot of major accomplishments to draw from in reflecting on my  
life.  They will remember the little things.  They will remember a comment here, a  
conversation there or simply showing up.  Many of the most significant moments of 
our lives are often moments of our lives are often moments when we are completely 
unaware of what is going on and clueless to the lasting impact. 
 
When we put this together, suddenly we see that “counting our days” and “making our 
lives count” both come together when we focus, not on the past that we can’t change or 
the future that lies only in God’s hands, but on the present; on today.  On the next right 
thing; the next right step.  Maybe this is the only wisdom we really need.  Maybe this is 
why today, in the gift of God that is life, is called the ‘present.” 
 
Almighty God, we come to you this moment to thank you for the gift of our lives.  We 
count because you have counted us, even the hairs on our heads are numbered.  So we 
pray for freedom from the past that we cannot change, for hope in the future that we 
cannot see, for love to live this moment well.  In Jesus’ name.  Amen.   
 
Rev. Kay Reed 
 
 

Thursday, December 23, 2021                              Luke 1:46b-55 
 
46 And Mary said: “My soul glorifies the Lord 47 and my spirit rejoices in God my 
Savior, 48 for he has been mindful of the humble state of his servant. From now on 
all generations will call me blessed, 49 for the Mighty One has done great things 
for me— holy is his name. 50 His mercy extends to those who fear him, from gen-
eration to generation. 51 He has performed mighty deeds with his arm; he has 
scattered those who are proud in their inmost thoughts. 52 He has brought down 
rulers from their thrones but has lifted up the humble. 53 He has filled the hungry 
with good things but has sent the rich away empty. 54 He has helped his servant 
Israel, remembering to be merciful 55 to Abraham and his descendants forever, 
just as he promised our ancestors.” 
 
I love Christmas carols.  In fact, my co-workers give me a hard time, because I 
know all of them.  I know all of the words to most of the verses and will happily 
sing along as soon as November 1 rolls around.  As I was researching this Bible 
verse, someone called it a Christmas carol before we knew the Christmas sto-
ry.  Mary is singing about Jesus before she even realizes that one day her son will 
be the Savior for all.   She praises God for being merciful and protective.  To me, 
Mary’s heart of humility and grace make her the perfect choice to be the mother of 
this child.  Mary sings praises and good news to the poor and lowly, and gives di-
rection to the wealthy and powerful.  There is comfort in the fact that God loves us 
as we are, but does not leave us as we are.   
 
Prayer: 
 
Dear God, thank you for the songs of the holiday season.  Let us reflect on their 
meanings and be blessed.    Thank you for teaching us that you always love us 
even as we are growing closer to You.  
 
Karla Rettig    
  
      
 



And while there is nothing wrong with these secular Christmas songs, if those are the 
only songs in our heart this year, if they are the only songs on our lips, we are guilty 
of neglecting the greatest gift our God has ever given to us.  Maybe there is no song in 
your heart this season.  Maybe, like Scrooge, you have “Bah Humbugged” the holi-
days away.  While it may be ok to shun the pomp and circumstance of the holiday 
season, it is never ok to shun Christ or the impact of his birth among us.  This Christ-
mas we don’t want to be found without a song in our hearts, and we don’t want to 
have the wrong song on our lips.  So what are we to do? 
 
Today in our scripture lesson we have a great example of a Christmas song.  These  
are the words of the very first Christmas song ever sung.  This song doesn’t talk 
about jingling bells, holly or reindeer.  It has nothing to do with snow or sleigh bell or 
Santa.  This song has everything to do with what really makes Christmas, Christmas.  
This song is all about sin and salvation, the free gift of God’s grace sent to a fallen hu-
man race.  This song is all about Jesus.                             
 
This song was not sung by angels, or priests, or prophets.  No, it was sung by a  

humble young woman whom God had chosen to bear His Son.  Her name was  

Mary, the human mother of our Lord Jesus Christ.  She was just an ordinary  

girl that God chose to play a part in His plan to save the world.  Her song, the  

Magnificat, the first Christmas song ever sung is a reflection of her faith.  A faith that 

believed that God loves sinners.  A faith that believed God could even love and use a 

sinner like her.   

 

Remember this song is not about Mary, it is all about Jesus.  Jesus is the only  

begotten Son of God.  He is God’s truth, God’s faithfulness, God’s forgiveness  

and God’s presence with His people.  Jesus will provide God’s full salvation for all 

generations.  He is the one through whom all the world will be saved.  He is not just 

Mary’s baby, He is Mary’s Savior.  That  is she is blessed. 

 

God of Abraham, Mary, and all the world.  Your kingdom come, your will be done, on 

earth as it is in heaven. 

 

Rev. C. Kay Reed 

Tuesday, November 30, 2021                                       Revelation 22:12-16 NIV 
 
"Look, I am coming soon! My reward is with me, and I will give to each person  
according to what they have done. I am the Alpha and the Omega, the First and  
the Last, the Beginning and the End." Blessed are those who wash their robes, that 
they may have the right to the tree of life and may go through the gates into the 
city. Outside are the dogs, those who practice magic arts, the sexually immoral,  
the murderers, the idolaters, and everyone who loves and practices falsehood. "I, 
Jesus, have sent my angel to give you this testimony for the churches. I am the 
Root and the Offspring of David, the Bright Morning Star." 
 
 
The season of Advent in the Christian Church is a period of preparation for the  

celebration of the birth of Christ, but it is also the preparation of the Second Coming  

of Christ, the period of time that began with Jesus' ascension and continues today. 

In the New Testament "the coming" (Greek word parousia) always refers to when 

Jesus returns to earth. Our Monday Morning Bible Class is studying Paul's two  

letters to the church in Thessalonica. Some members of that church had become 

convinced that Jesus' second coming was imminent, so much so that they were  

quitting their jobs ... and just waiting ... to be ready to greet Jesus! Paul lovingly  

corrected them by saying that yes, they should always be prepared for Christ's  

return, but they should also continue doing His work. The scripture above (which 

quotes Jesus in John's revelation) makes it clear that He expects us to do His work 

while on this earth. However, we must also be prepared (even 2000+ years later) for 

Jesus' return as He warns in Luke 12:40, "You also must be ready, because the Son 

of Man will come at an hour when you do not expect Him."  So let us remember to 

do good works for the Lord, so that we will be joyous and ready for His glorious  

return. 

 

Sovereign God, only You know the day and hour of Your Son's return to reign on 

earth. Keep us from speculating about the time, or from being discouraged by how 

much time has passed since His return was promised. Give us the courage to wait  

expectantly, having confidence in that wonderful promise. In Jesus' name we pray. 

Amen. 

 
Submitted by  Roxanne Maxwell 



Wednesday, December 22, 2021                                                        Luke 1:46b-55 
 
 46 And Mary said,“My soul magnifies the Lord, 
47 

 and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 
48 for he has looked with favor on the lowliness of his servant. 
    Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed; 
49 for the Mighty One has done great things for me, 
    and holy is his name. 
50 His mercy is for those who fear him 
    from generation to generation. 
51 He has shown strength with his arm; 
    he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts. 
52 He has brought down the powerful from their thrones, 
    and lifted up the lowly; 
53 he has filled the hungry with good things, 
    and sent the rich away empty. 
54 He has helped his servant Israel, 
    in remembrance of his mercy, 
55 according to the promise he made to our ancestors, 
    to Abraham and to his descendants forever.” 

You can really tell that Christmas is right around the corner!  Those tell-tale signs of 
Christmas aren’t too hard to find.  The Christmas tree lost have sprung up in many  
places, Shoppers are filling the stores. 
 
You know what has really made me realize that it is the holiday season?  Apart from  
the decorations, apart from all the lights, apart from all the “Merry Christmases!” I  
received from my friends, the number one thing that really brings home the reality of 
Christmas is the music.  Christmas music is everywhere!  Walk into any department 
store, holiday tunes are playing.  Flip on the TV, many commercials have a “holiday-
ditty” in the background.  And when you tune in to a radio station, odds are you won’t 
have to wait long to hear a Christmas tune. 
 
Many of us have old favorites that are only sung this time of year.  As I was on the way 
to the doctor the other day, they were doing some construction in the parking lot.  As 
I walked past I heard a worker just whistling away to the tune of Jingle Bells.  I don’t 
think he cared if the whole world could hear him.  Genevieve, my three year old niece, 
gave new meaning to the song Rudolph, the Red-nose Reindeer with theses new 
words:  “Then one froggy Christmas eve.”  I sang along and inserted all the extra  
lines that I have known since I was her age.  There is something about Christmas and 
singing that go hand in hand.                       (continued) 
 
 
 

Wednesday, December 1, 2021                                                        Psalm 90 NIV 

12Teach us number our days aright, that we may gain a heart of wisdom. 13Relent,  

O Lord How long will it be? Have compassion on your servants. 14Satisfy us in the 

morning with your unfailing love, that we may sing for joy and be glad all our 

days. 15Make us glad for as many days as you have afflicted us, for as many years 

as we have seen trouble. 16 May your deeds be shown to your servant, your splendor 

to their children. 17May the favor of the Lord our God rest upon us; establish the 

work of our hands for us—yes establish the work of our hands. (Psalm 90:12-17) 

 

We all have days when we are glad to move out of bed and days when it is so much  

better to hide under the covers. As a parent of teenagers, I am in constant turmoil on 

some mornings that at times life feels like it is devouring me. Some mornings my kids 

truly struggle to make a move and are pretty sluggish. Even on the bad days, I realize 

the moments in the morning with them can truly shape their day. I try to send them 

off with joy, so when I hear an ‘I love you back’ my heart expands. In those moments,  

I have pure joy that lets me hope that I will see my kids inspire and give others  

happiness. Therefore, the best thing for me is to step back and look at the big picture 

and focus on the one who gives me the strength in both the joy and the pain my 

“dwelling place.” 
   

Dear Lord,  

Help us to be led by joy in our days. Give us wisdom to lead others to the work of 

your hands. 

 

Sedlar Family 

(Angela, Aaron, Ian, Rachel, Maryann) 



 
Thursday,  December 2, 2021                                           Malachi 3:5-12 – NRSV
   
   5 Then I will draw near to you for judgment; I will be swift to bear witness against 
the sorcerers, against the adulterers, against those who swear falsely, against those 
who oppress the hired workers in their wages, the widow and the orphan, against 
those who thrust aside the alien, and do not fear me, says the Lord of hosts. 
6 For I the Lord do not change; therefore you, O children of Jacob, have not  
perished. 7 Ever since the days of your ancestors you have turned aside from my  
statutes and have not kept them. Return to me, and I will return to you, says 
the Lord of hosts. But you say, “How shall we return?”8 Will anyone rob God? Yet  
you are robbing me! But you say, “How are we robbing you?” In your tithes and  
offerings! 9 You are cursed with a curse, for you are robbing me—the whole nation 
of you! 10 Bring the full tithe into the storehouse, so that there may be food in my 
house, and thus put me to the test, says the Lord of hosts; see if I will not open the 
windows of heaven for you and pour down for you an overflowing blessing. 11 I will 
rebuke the locust[b] for you, so that it will not destroy the produce of your soil; and 
your vine in the field shall not be barren, says the Lord of hosts. 12 Then all nations 
will count you happy, for you will be a land of delight, says the Lord of hosts. 
 
The people of Malachi’s day had strayed from their covenant with God.  They were 
not faithful in their offerings or in their treatment of God’s other children.  Does  
Malachi’s message have anything to say to us in our time?  Are we faithful in our 
gifts?  Do we remember that all that we have is the gift of God’s mercy and grace?   
Do we treat others as Jesus has instructed us?  Malachi specifically calls out the  
mistreatment of workers, widows, orphans, and aliens.  Who is it that we regard as 
somehow less than worthy?  Do we vilify God’s other children by skin color, sexual 
orientation, political persuasion, religious preference, immigration status, or any  
of the myriad other ways in which people differ?  Jesus, Himself, ministered to tax  
collectors, prostitutes and other marginalized people of His day.  As we prepare  
ourselves for the arrival of the Christ Child, the Savior of all humanity, perhaps we 
should examine our faithfulness to God and our treatment of all His children. 
 
Prayer 
 
Holy Father, 
As we prepare for the coming of the Christ Child please help us to renew our  
commitment to be faithful to You and generous in our offerings.  As we encounter 
our fellow human beings, help us to see them as Your children, created in Your  
image, and love them as Jesus calls us to love. 
 
Amen 
 
Tom and Susan Scanio 

Tuesday, December 21, 2021          Romans 8:18-30 (NRSV)   

18For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing 
with the glory that is to be revealed to us. 19 For the creation waits with eager  
longing for the revealing of the sons of God. 20 For the creation was subjected to  
futility, not willingly, but because of him who subjected it, in hope 21 that the creation 
itself will be set free from its bondage to corruption and obtain the freedom of the 
glory of the children of God. 22 For we know that the whole creation has been  
groaning together in the pains of childbirth until now. 23 And not only the creation, 
but we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait 
eagerly for adoption as sons, the redemption of our bodies. 24 For in this hope we 
were saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope. For who hopes for what he sees? 25 
But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it with patience. 26 Likewise the 
Spirit helps us in our weakness. For we do not know what to pray for as we ought, 
but the Spirit himself intercedes for us with groanings too deep for words. 27 And  
he who searches hearts knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit  
intercedes for the saints according to the will of God. 28 And we know that for those 
who love God all things work together for good, for those who are called according 
to his purpose. 29 For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed 
to the image of his Son, in order that he might be the firstborn among many  
brothers. 30 And those whom he predestined he also called, and those whom he  
called he also justified, and those whom he justified he also glorified.  
 
When we see or experience pain, we recoil. Naturally, our minds search for a  
solution that we feel will make things right. We feel grieved when we suffer, when  
we see others suffer, and we cry out for justice. Occasionally, this may even mean  
that our hearts and minds turn to the darkness of vengeance, hatred, and revenge.  
It is natural for us, as children of a Holy God, to wish for justice. It is almost as if the 
foundation of morality, the sense of right from wrong, has been woven by God into 
our very DNA.  However, justice isn’t ours to exact, and I believe that God allows for 
us to suffer because He loves us so deeply. The beauty of struggle lies within the  
power of the transformative potential it can have within our lives. It is no secret that 
some of our world’s most empathetic, loving, and truly beautiful people are those who 
have known suffering, have experienced loss, and have lived through devastating  
defeat. God, as our loving Father, builds our character through discipline and love. 
This of course includes discomfort on our part, and sometimes our struggle is truly 
profound. However, it is not without purpose.  
 
You may be dealing with something in your life that you feel is beyond what you can 
bear. I am sorry for your pain. I want you to know that you are not alone, that God has 
not abandoned you, and that you are loved. Please hold fast to the Lord and to His 
word in your time of intense trial. Seek out those who can help you to preserve. As  
Jesus suffered before us, we too will experience great pains in this life, but it is not 
without purpose.   
Grant Chisholm 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Malachi%203&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-23132b


Monday, December 20, 2021                                     Colossians 1:15-20, NIV 
                                        
 

15 The Son is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation. 16 For  
in him all things were created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, 
whether thrones or powers or rulers or authorities; all things have been created 
through him and for him. 17 He is before all things, and in him all things hold  
together. 18 And he is the head of the body, the church; he is the beginning and the 
firstborn from among the dead, so that in everything he might have the supremacy. 
19 For God was pleased to have all his fullness dwell in him, 20 and through him to  
reconcile to himself all things, whether things on earth or things in heaven, by  
making peace through his blood, shed on the cross. 

 
Devotion: 
 
This one scripture embodies all that Christ is and all that Christ does for us and it  
is everything!  In this letter to the Colossians, Paul is detailing who and what Jesus 
Christ has done for them, and for us.  In reading this description, it leaves very little 
left for us to do.  Jesus was the firstborn over all creation.  He was with God when the 
Heavens and Earth were created.  He came before everything and holds everything  
together.  This job description for Christ allows us to put all of our hopes, dreams, 
fears, and worries back on to His shoulders.  Why? Because Jesus holds everything  
together.  Jesus has a full understanding of where we are and what it is that we need 
because He has been present since the very beginning.  In this season of business, 
may we slow down and recognize that Christ has always been and will always be.  He 
knows us inside and out, and He wants to help ease our burdens.  Let’s let Him. 
 
Prayer: 
 
Dear God, 
When we are so lost in our business and our wants and our pain, may we be  
reminded that You have and will continue to be present through all of it.  You, who 
have been present since the very beginning of time, are with us during all of “our” 
times.  We give these thoughts, stresses and burdens over to You.  We look to You to 
guide us through the days ahead.  Amen. 
 
Chris Ann Stroech 

Friday, December 3, 2021                                                                             Luke 1:78 

78 
By the tender mercy of our God, 

    the dawn from on high will break upon us,  

This scripture says, “Our God is merciful and tender.  He will cause the bright dawn 

of salvation to rise on us and to shine from heaven on all those who live in the dark 

shadow of death, to guide our steps into the path of peace.” 

 

We pray for world peace and peace in our country and neighborhoods.  At church  

we have sung the hymn/prayer, “Let there be peace on earth and let it begin with 

me...and let us walk with each other in perfect harmony.”  Jesus said in his Sermon 

on the Mount:  Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God. 

 

When baby Jesus was born the angels said to the shepherds, “Glory to God in the 

highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men.”  We believe peace and good  

will are about being kind to others.  We are fortunate to have kind, friendly and 

thoughtful neighbors.  One neighbor loves to bake and shares his cakes, pies and  

lemon bars with us.  He looks after our house when we are gone and we do the same 

for him and his wife.  They pray for our wellbeing as we do for theirs. Another  

neighbor checked on us often during the pandemic and kept us supplied with  

paper when needed.  Our neighbors have planted these seeds of peace and  

harvested goodness!    

 

Dear Heavenly Father, 

 

Thank you for sending Jesus, the Prince of Peace, who loves us and guides us into 

the way of peace. 

 

Patty and Jerry Stratton 

 



Saturday, December 4, 2021                                                    Malachi 4:2 (GNV) 
 
But for you who obey me, my saving power will rise on you like the sun and bring 
healing like the sun’s rays.  You will be as free and happy as calves let out of a stall. 
 
You may not know that Grady Gee is the CEO of BOOM Cattle Company!  At least 
that’s what we like to call him.  Joey and Kirsten, Gunner and Grady, run cows on 
our place in Weimar.  There are only 8 cows, but it’s enough to enjoy the interaction.  
Every time they come to see us, they grab a bag of range cubes and head out to feed 
the cows.  Calves are the icing on the cake.  They romp and play, buck and twist, and 
run at top speed … seemingly because they just like the feel of wind in their faces.  
ANYTHING, including their own shadow, can be a playmate!  Life is sweet, and  
joyous, and carefree! 
 
When the writer of Malachi said that for those who obey God, they will “be free and 
happy as calves let out of a stall”, the Gee’s know what that looks like.  This is joy that 
comes from a place way down deep inside.  This is an assurance that we really do 
have everything that we need.  This is a happiness that shines through the difficulties 
and darkness of each day!   
 
The reason we do “Advent” every year is to remind ourselves of the ways our God 
came … and continues to come to us, and be among us, so that we can know full, 
abundant, free and happy lives.  This is not a God who lays down a bunch of strict 
laws to bind and burden us.  This is a God who wants us to know life at it’s very best.  
And those who listen and obey … well … they are as free and happy as calves let out 
of a stall!   
 
Prayer: 
Lord, give me that joy, joy, joy, joy, down in my heart!  Grant me the peace that 
passeth understanding … as I learn to trust you more every day!  Let your saving 
power rise upon me like the sun so that I can know what it means to have abundant 
life!  Come …. again, and again …  Lord Jesus!  Amen! 
 
 
Glen Schoeneberg 

Sunday, December 19, 2021                                                  Luke 1: 46-55 (NRSV) 
 
46“My soul magnifies the Lord, 
47 and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 
48 for he has looked with favor on the lowliness of his servant. 
    Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed; 
49 for the Mighty One has done great things for me, 
    and holy is his name. 
50 His mercy is for those who fear him 
    from generation to generation. 
51 He has shown strength with his arm; 
    he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts. 
52 He has brought down the powerful from their thrones, 
    and lifted up the lowly; 
53 he has filled the hungry with good things, 
    and sent the rich away empty. 
54 He has helped his servant Israel, 
    in remembrance of his mercy, 
55 according to the promise he made to our ancestors, 
    to Abraham and to his descendants forever.” 
 
My soul magnifies the Lord. It is a profoundly simple statement that has profound 
implications. In the best of circumstances the birth of a child is exhilarating but  
also nerve-wracking. But Mary wasn't in the best of circumstances. She was young 
and unwed and that alone would have been terrifying. But Mary is also tasked with 
carrying not only the Christ Child but also the knowledge of who her child would be. 
In the midst of her own personal distress however Mary finds hope, joy, and even 
peace in the knowledge that God has chosen to work through her.  
 
Advent is a season of hope for a weary world. May we, like Mary, find hope that even 
when our circumstances might be difficult, possibly terrifying, God can work through 
us to bring light into a world that feels often so very dark. May our souls, like Mary's, 
magnify the Lord. 
 

Prayer 

Lord, keep our hearts open to your direction, even when our path seems difficult, 

even terrifying.  May our souls magnify you in all times and in all places.  Amen. 

Matthew Hulon 



Sunday, December 5, 2021                                       Philippians 1: 3-11 (GNV) 
 
3 I thank my God for you every time I think of you; 4 and every time I pray for you 
all, I pray with joy 5 because of the way in which you have helped me in the work  
of the gospel from the very first day until now. 6 And so I am sure that God, who  
began this good work in you, will carry it on until it is finished on the Day of Christ 
Jesus. 7 You are always in my heart! And so it is only right for me to feel as I do 
about you. For you have all shared with me in this privilege that God has given me, 
both now that I am in prison and also while I was free to defend the gospel and  
establish it firmly. 8 God is my witness that I tell the truth when I say that my deep 
feeling for you all comes from the heart of Christ Jesus himself.  9 I pray that your 
love will keep on growing more and more, together with true knowledge and perfect 
judgment, 10 so that you will be able to choose what is best. Then you will be free 
from all impurity and blame on the Day of Christ. 11 Your lives will be filled with the 
truly good qualities which only Jesus Christ can produce, for the glory and praise of 
God. 
 
Devotion:   
As we head in to this season of advent, we have so much to be thankful for.  Now, it’s 
only human nature to understand that everyone is thankful for different things.  All 
created by different circumstances, situations, etc.  It’s that little thing we call “life”.  
It’s also important to remember those who are less fortunate.  It’s our job to show 
them love and compassion just as God shows us every day, so that they understand 
that are exactly perfect in God’s eyes and are just as he created them.  The opportunity 
to help, serve and assist others is just one more thing that we can all be thankful for. 
 
However, it’s important that we all understand that we can be thankful for Gods’ love.   
 
This reminds me a song my kids learned when they were younger: 
Give thanks for with a grateful heart, give thanks to the Holy One; Give thanks,  
because he’s given Jesus Christ his son. 
 
And now let the weak say “I am strong”, let the poor say “I am rich”, because of what 
the Lord has done for us.  Give Thanks… 
 
Prayer: 
Dear Heavenly Father, Thank you for everything that you have given us.  We are 
truly blessed!  Thank you for your goodness and grace.  Thank you that you have 
told us the end from the very beginning.  Thank you for holding us in the palm of 
your hand.  Thank you for your faithfulness in fulfilling your promises to us.  Thank 
you for your son, Jesus.  Thank you for the air we breathe and the stars in the sky.   
I pray that our faith may grow and that we come to a deeper knowledge and  
understanding of your word and the truths it contains.  For all this, I am thankful.  
 ~Amen! 

Saturday, December 18, 2021                             Psalm 80: 1-7 (NRSV) 
 
1Give ear, O Shepherd of Israel, 
    you who lead Joseph like a flock! 
You who are enthroned upon the cherubim, shine forth 
2     before Ephraim and Benjamin and Manasseh. 
Stir up your might, 
    and come to save us! 
3 Restore us, O God; 
    let your face shine, that we may be saved. 
4 O Lord God of hosts, 
    how long will you be angry with your people’s prayers? 
5 You have fed them with the bread of tears, 
    and given them tears to drink in full measure. 
6 You make us the scorn of our neighbors; 
    our enemies laugh among themselves. 
7 Restore us, O God of hosts; 
    let your face shine, that we may be saved. 
 
Clearly, the people of Psalm 80 are enduring a time of distress, whether from  

enemies outside the community or conflict from within.  This psalm is a deep  

yearning for relief.  When Job was in a similar state, his pleas to God were strong.  

(Job 23) But Psalm 80 is even stronger because the calls to God are on behalf of an 

entire community, not just one person. They are convinced that God is punishing 

them, that God is angry and, in fact, “feeding them the bread of tears.”  But even  

in their turmoil, they turn to God, believing that God is strong (v. 2b) and able to 

reverse their condition (v. 7). They know God as a Shepherd, both mighty and  

invested in their well-being.  How many times have we told our kids, “Yes, even 

when I’m angry with your behavior, I love you.”  The people of Psalm 80 believe 

God loves them in spite of being angry.   
 
What a beautiful confession of faith this psalm is! 
 
Prayer: 

Holy Father, like children we aren’t always in line with your will for our  
communal life.  We get distracted and defiant, fearful and defensive.  Thank you 
for loving us through everything.  Draw us back into faithfulness and  
restore us, we pray.  Amen. 
 
Rev. Bobbie Maltas 



Friday, December 17, 2021                                                               Hebrews 10:39 

39 But we are not among those who shrink back and so are lost, but among those 

who have faith and so are saved.   

 
But we have never turned our backs on God and sealed our fate.   

No, our faith in him assures our souls’ salvation. 

 

When you're on the other side of 70 (in my case, add 21 years), you begin to treasure 

your days and consider your future in a different way. The days before facing my  

Savior are much less than the days I have lived.   In the many years that have passed, 

there have been moments when I turned at least a half turn away from God.  To be 

honest, some of my turns were full turns.  How reassuring is this scripture from  

Hebrews!  Each time, I turned away from God, I was forgiven and my fate was not 

sealed.  My faith was always there and has grown stronger with age.  My soul’s  

salvation was assured by the sacrifices of Christ. 

 

Dear Lord,  

Thank for your forgiveness and for your promise of my soul’s salvation  Help me to 
remain faithful and not to turn my back on you.   

Amen  

 

Aaron Collier 

Monday, December 6th                                                       Romans 8:24-25 GNT 

“For it was by hope that we were saved; but if we see what we hope for, then it is 

not really hope. For who of us hopes for something we see?  But if we hope for 

what we do not see, we wait for it with patience.” 

 

“I hope I get a new PlayStation!” my son exclaimed as we were discussing Christmas 

gifts. The Christmas season brings about anticipation of gifts and the hopes of good 

times spent with family and friends.  All of the fun aspects of this magical time of 

year tend to be centered around the hope for gifts that are yet to be seen. It stirs up 

much excitement inside of us.  

In this scripture Paul is talking about an eternal type of hope. It is a hope that one 

day we will be face to face with Jesus with no more suffering, sin or pain.  So rather 

than acting like impatient children trying to peak at our gifts, we need to wait with 

patience and hope for the best gift of all, our eternal salvation with Christ Jesus.  

 

Prayer:  

Heavenly Father, all our hope is in you. This advent season let us remember that 

you alone are our hope and salvation.  We thank you for the most precious gift of 

all, your son Jesus, who died for our sins, and we revel in our hope of spending 

eternity with you. Amen! 

 

Kirsten Gee 



Thursday, December 16, 2021                                                         Hebrews 10:12   

But Christ gave himself to God for our sins as one sacrifice for all time, and then sat 

down in the place of highest honor at God’s right hand.  14 For by that one offering 

he made forever perfect in the sight of God all those whom he is making holy. 

 

When I read this, it speaks to me as I remember all the sins I have committed in  

my heart, if not with my hands, over the past year.  My failure to forgive when I 

should have.  My lack of empathy for those whom I could have helped and did not 

help.  Now, I am attempting to prepare myself for the birth of Christ My Savior who 

absolved me of all my errors.  He gave himself for my sins as a “sacrifice of all time!’  

He did this BEFORE he took his place beside God.  Now, I have the opportunity to 

celebrate His birth.  I will prepare myself in this advent season for the coming of 

Christ to the world.    

 

Dear Lord, 

Help me to recognize in my heart the depth of the sacrifice Christ made for me.   

Amen 

 

Virginia Collier 

 

 

 

 

 

Tuesday, December 7, 2021               Isaiah 19: 18-25 (NIV) 
 
18 In that day five cities in Egypt will speak the language of Canaan and swear  
allegiance to the Lord Almighty. One of them will be called the City of the Sun. 
19 In that day there will be an altar to the Lord in the heart of Egypt, and a  
monument to the Lord at its border. 20 It will be a sign and witness to the Lord  
Almighty in the land of Egypt. When they cry out to the Lord because of their  
oppressors, he will send them a savior and defender, and he will rescue them.  
21 So the Lord will make himself known to the Egyptians, and in that day they will 
acknowledge the Lord. They will worship with sacrifices and grain offerings; they 
will make vows to the Lord and keep them. 22 The Lord will strike Egypt with a 
plague; he will strike them and heal them. They will turn to the Lord, and he will  
respond to their pleas and heal them.  23 In that day there will be a highway from 
Egypt to Assyria. The Assyrians will go to Egypt and the Egyptians to Assyria. The 
Egyptians and Assyrians will worship together. 24 In that day Israel will be the 
third, along with Egypt and Assyria, a Blessing on the earth. 25 The Lord Almighty 
will bless them, saying, “Blessed be Egypt my people, Assyria my handiwork, and 
Israel my inheritance.” 
 
Throughout the Old Testament, Egypt is portrayed as the enemy of Israel. Assyria had 
battled many nations, including Israel, and held the Israelites captive. Despite the  
animosity between these nations, the prophet Isaiah talks about a future in which 
there is unity and a sort of reconciliation between these bitter rivals. The people of 
Isaiah’s time would likely have been shocked to hear this prophecy. It was probably 
inconceivable for Israelites to believe that the Lord would bless Egypt and call Assyria 
His handiwork, as verse 25 states. 
 
It is easier to think of a prophecy as just a prediction of the future. It is much more 
challenging to think of prophecy as God’s will, requiring our participation. We are 
tasked with helping to bring His will to fruition. We might know people that we feel 
are 180 degrees away from our values and beliefs. The challenge is in finding common 
ground with them, however impossible it may seem. Let us remember that Isaiah 19 
shows us that God does not want division among people, but reconciliation and unity.  
 
Prayer: 
Lord, You have spoken through the prophets. Help us to discern Your will for us. 
Create in our hearts the hope that we can see unity through the division and  
friendship amidst the rivalry. We pray not only for unity and peace in our world, 
but also that we may be active participants in the process.   
Amen. 
 
By Rob Aguilar  



Wednesday, December 8, 2021              Luke 7: 18-30 (NIV) 
 
18 John’s disciples told him about all these things. Calling two of them, 19 he sent them 
to the Lord to ask, “Are you the one who is to come, or should we expect someone 
else?”  20 When the men came to Jesus, they said, “John the Baptist sent us to you to 
ask, ‘Are you the one who is to come, or should we expect someone else?’”  21 At that 
very time Jesus cured many who had diseases, sicknesses and evil spirits, and gave 
sight to many who were blind. 22 So he replied to the messengers, “Go back and report 
to John what you have seen and heard: The blind receive sight, the lame walk, those 
who have leprosy are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the good news 
is proclaimed to the poor. 23 Blessed is anyone who does not stumble on account of 
me.”  24 After John’s messengers left, Jesus began to speak to the crowd about John: 
“What did you go out into the wilderness to see?   A reed swayed by the wind?  
25 If not, what did you go out to see? A man dressed in fine clothes? No, those who 
wear expensive clothes and indulge in luxury are in palaces. 26 But what did you go 
out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet. 27 This is the one about 
whom it is written:  “‘I will send my messenger ahead of you,  who will prepare your 
way before you.  28 I tell you, among those born of women there is no one greater than 
John; yet the one who is least in the kingdom of God is greater than he.”  29 (All the 
people, even the tax collectors, when they heard Jesus’ words, acknowledged that 
God’s way was right, because they had been baptized by John. 30 But the Pharisees 
and the experts in the law rejected God’s purpose for themselves, because they had not 
been baptized by John.) 
 
If doubt has ever crept into your mind, there is no need to despair. Our scripture read-
ing tells of one of the greatest prophets having doubt and also how to deal with it. John 
the Baptist had done everything God had asked of him. He prepared the way of the 
Lord, preached repentance and baptized many, including Jesus himself. Now John 
found himself imprisoned and his ideas about what the Messiah was supposed to do, 
did not seem to be happening. So even the great John the Baptist began to have doubts 
about Jesus. When he sent his friends to ask Jesus if he was indeed “The One,” Jesus 
was not angry with John. He did not rebuke John. Instead, he showed everyone who  
He was by performing many miracles in their presence. Then, in verse 22, he tells 
John’s disciples to tell John what they have seen and He proceeds to quote a Messianic 
prophecy from Isaiah. John would have been very familiar with the book of Isaiah and 
recognized that Jesus was indeed the promised Messiah. 
 
Some think of doubt as being the opposite of faith, but doubt can actually be an  
opportunity for faith to grow. We need to remember to do what John did in his time of 
doubt. Instead of being a skeptic and losing his beliefs, he went to the source. He went 
to Jesus. Jesus did not express disappointment or anger with John; instead, He showed 
love and helped reaffirm John’s beliefs and strengthened his faith. So I think it’s good 
that we don’t have all the answers and it’s okay if doubt sometimes enters our mind; 
because it reminds us of our need for Jesus.  
 
Prayer: 
Lord, help me to overcome my fears and doubts. Help me to continue to build my faith 
in You. Help me to remember that I can always to turn to You when I feel lost and You 
will always show me the way.  Amen.                                      By Rob Aguilar 

Wednesday, December 15, 2021                                                                    Micah 4: 8 

 “And you, O tower of the flock, the stronghold of the daughter of Zion, to you shall  

it come, Even the former dominion shall come, the kingdom of the daughter of  

Jerusalem. 

 

After many years of war and strife, this is the message of hope that God gave to Micah 

that one day there would be peace in all lands.  Although we may endure difficult and 

uncertain times, the blessed season of Advent is the celebration of Christ and the love 

and hope that God has for all of us. 

 

Dear Lord,  

Thank you for your unending love and the gift of your son. 

 

Kathy Campbell     



Thursday, December 9, 2021                        2 Corinthians 8:1-15 (NIV) 
 
1And now, brothers and sisters, we want you to know about the grace that God  
has given the Macedonian churches. 2 In the midst of a very severe trial, their  
overflowing joy and their extreme poverty welled up in rich generosity. 3 For I  
testify that they gave as much as they were able, and even beyond their ability.  
Entirely on their own, 4 they urgently pleaded with us for the privilege of sharing in 
this service to the Lord’s people. 5 And they exceeded our expectations: They gave 
themselves first of all to the Lord, and then by the will of God also to us. 6 So we 
urged Titus, just as he had earlier made a beginning, to bring also to completion this 
act of grace on your part. 7 But since you excel in everything—in faith, in speech, in 
knowledge, in complete earnestness and in the love we have kindled in you—see that 
you also excel in this grace of giving.  8 I am not commanding you, but I want to test 
the sincerity of your love by comparing it with the earnestness of others. 9 For you 
know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your sake 
he became poor, so that you through his poverty might become rich.  10 And here is 
my judgment about what is best for you in this matter. Last year you were the first 
not only to give but also to have the desire to do so. 11 Now finish the work, so that 
your eager willingness to do it may be matched by your completion of it, according 
to your means. 12 For if the willingness is there, the gift is acceptable according to 
what one has, not according to what one does not have.  13 Our desire is not that  
others might be relieved while you are hard pressed, but that there might be  
equality. 14 At the present time your plenty will supply what they need, so that in 
turn their plenty will supply what you need. The goal is equality, 15 as it is written: 
“The one who gathered much did not have too much, and the one who gathered little 
did not have too little.” 
 
In our reading for today, from Paul’s second letter to the church in Corinth, he  
addresses the question that many of us ask ourselves regarding giving, “How much  
is enough?”  Paul starts off by telling the Corinthians about how another church in 
their region has been very generous in giving to those in need. With the competitive 
nature of today’s society, we might think Paul was trying to mount a large fundraising 
campaign and make it a contest to see which church would give the most money.  
Instead, he does not even mention an actual amount that the other church gave.  
This shows that it is not the amount ones gives that matters, but the spirit behind the 
giving.   Joyfulness and willingness of attitude are the markers for how much Paul is 
calling the church in Corinth to give and those should be the same measures for us  
today. If we give joyfully and willingly then God will be glorified! 
 
Prayer:  
Heavenly Father, thank you for all you have given us and continue to give us. Thank 
you not only for the gift of Jesus and the Holy Spirit, but also for the abundance of 
gifts we receive from You daily. Please help us to have giving and generous hearts  
and we pray that our gifts may be acceptable to You and may work to extend Your 
kingdom.    Amen. 
 
By Rob Aguilar 

Tuesday, December 14, 2021                                                  Isaiah 11: 1-9 NRSV 

1A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, 
    and a branch shall grow out of his roots. 
2 The spirit of the Lord shall rest on him, 
    the spirit of wisdom and understanding, 
    the spirit of counsel and might, 
    the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord. 
3 His delight shall be in the fear of the Lord. 
He shall not judge by what his eyes see, 
    or decide by what his ears hear; 
4 but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, 
    and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; 
he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, 
    and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. 
5 Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist, 
    and faithfulness the belt around his loins. 
6 The wolf shall live with the lamb, 
    the leopard shall lie down with the kid, 
the calf and the lion and the fatling together, 
    and a little child shall lead them. 
7 The cow and the bear shall graze, 
    their young shall lie down together; 
    and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. 
8 The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp, 
    and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder’s den. 
9 They will not hurt or destroy 
    on all my holy mountain; 
for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the Lord 
    as the waters cover the sea. 
 

“The wolf will live with the lamb, the leopard will lie down with the goat, the calf and 

the lion and the yearling together; and a little child will lead them.” 
 
Advent is a time of preparation, of looking forward to hope. The darkest time of the 

year is illuminated by the birth of the Christ Child.  Foreshadowing from the dark to 

the light; the cold bleakness of winter springs forward to the promises of God. God 

becomes our source of spiritual illumination and peace.  
 
Gary Hewitt 



Friday, December 10, 2021                                                                  Isaiah 12:2-6 

 
Behold, God is my salvation.  I will trust and not be afraid, for yah, the Lord is my 

strength and song:  He also has become my salvation. 

Therefore with joy you will draw water from the wells of salvation.   

And in that day, you will say: 

“Praise the Lord, call upon His name; Declare His deeds among the peoples.   

Make mention that His name is exalted.  Sing to the Lord, For He has done  

excellent things; This is known in all the earth.  Cry out and shout, O inhabitant  

of Zion, for great is the Holy One of Israel in your midst!” 

 
Throughout life, times become more challenging and obstacles require more  

endurance.  Perseverance and patience has become obvious as we age, as God has 

demonstrate to us that He is resilient with patience, and it’s our job to mimic that.  

By giving God credit for all of life’s journey, we seek Him for salvation.  This type of 

trust brings not only our heart closer to God, but reminds us that it’s a partnership 

in life, as He controls our steps while we determine our path.   

 
As we are in the phase of life of giving our teenagers to the world, we find our  

closeness with God ever more important.  The struggles and challenges that  

teenagers go through require us parents to trust and not be afraid more than ever.  

We can’t always be there to protect them anymore.  We draw on God’s word like  

this verse says “wells of salvation”, giving us hope and joy that God is in charge,  

and not our foolish selves.  We give God praise for everything as it’s too much to 

fathom being in charge of your young adults’ lives.  Praise God for his protection and 

the permanent joy that comes with giving Him all the credit in our earthly lives, as 

we prepare our souls for salvation.  Ultimately nothing else matters in this life than 

that of the destination of our souls, and the souls of others. 

 
 
David and Sarah Chisholm 

Monday, December 13, 2021                                                            Hebrews 13: 15 

 

“Therefore by him let us continually offer the sacrifice of praise to God, that is, the 

fruit of our lips, giving thanks to his name.” 

 

During this most blessed of seasons, our churches are filled with the beautiful songs 

praising the celebration of the coming of our Lord and Savior.  Let us remember that 

every Sunday morning we have the opportunity of using the music and words of the 

beautiful hymns to praise God.   In our daily lives we face challenges whether with 

our health, our families, our jobs or any number of other situations or obstacles that 

come our way and can find peace and joy as we join in praising our Lord.   This  

scripture reminds us that we must always praise our way through any trying times 

and give thanks to our Lord.   

 

Dear Lord, 

Let us remember that praising you and opening our hearts to you lifts our spirit 

and fills us with joy. 

 

Kathy Campbell 



Sunday, December 12, 2021                                           Zephaniah 3:14-20 (NIV) 
 
“Sing, O Daughter of Zion, shout aloud, O Israel! Be glad and rejoice with all your 
heart, O Daughter of Jerusalem! The Lord has taken away your punishment, he 
has turned back your enemy. The Lord, the King of Israel, is with you; never again 
will you fear any harm. On that day they will say to Jerusalem, ‘Do not fear, O  
Zion; do not let your hands hang limp. The Lord your God is with you, he is mighty 
to save. He will take great delight in you, he will quiet you with his love, he will  
rejoice over you with singing. The sorrows for the appointed feasts I will remove 
from you; they are a burden and a reproach to you. At that time I will deal with  
all who oppressed you; I will rescue the lame and gather those who have been  
scattered. I will give them praise and honor in every land where they were put to 
shame. At that time I will gather you; at that time I will bring you home. I will  
give you honor and praise among all the people of the earth when I restore your 
fortunes before your very eyes,’ says the Lord.” 
 
 
In this time of waiting for the birth of Christ, I take great comfort in knowing that 
God will quiet me with His love. I haven’t always been a fan of this time of year 
when the days get shorter and it gets dark so early. Over time I have learned to  
appreciate advent as a time of anticipation.  God promises that he will rescue the 
lame and rejoice over us with singing, and he will gather those who have been  
scattered and bring us home. We are living in a time when many people feel  
scattered and separated from God and from the people that they love.  I am  
grateful for God’s promises, and pray that I can extend the same warmth and  
love to those that I encounter on a daily basis. 
 
 
Prayer: 
 
Dear God, Thank you for wrapping your arms of love around me.  Please help me 
to share Your love with others. 
 
 
Leslie Marchand 
 

Saturday, December 11, 2021                                                      Isaiah 12:2-6 (NIV) 
 
“Surely God is my salvation; I will trust and not be afraid. The Lord, the Lord, is my 
strength and my song; he has become my salvation.’ With joy you will draw water 
from the wells of my salvation. In that day you will say: ‘Give thanks to the Lord, 
call on his name; make known among the nations what he has done, and proclaim 
that his name is exalted. Sing to the Lord, for he has done glorious things; let this be 
known to all the world. Shout aloud and sing for joy, people of Zion, for great is the 
Holy One of Israel among you.” 
 
 
The Old Testament book of Isaiah gives us a glimpse into the future, or at least into 
the time in which we now live with the example of Christ’s love and strength.  The 
Scripture asks us to say out loud: “Surely God is my salvation; I will trust and not be 
afraid.” Letting go of my fear is a decision that I can make today, knowing that I can 
draw strength from my faith in God. It’s easy for me to get caught up in worry about 
the little things, like wondering if I’ll make it through my to-do list for the day.   
And the bigger things, such as praying for the health and happiness of my family 
members, can keep me up at night at times.  God asks me to trust in Him, to draw 
from His strength with joy, and to speak this truth out loud.  May we each shout 
aloud and sing for joy that God is our salvation. 
 
 
Prayer: 
 
Dear God, I let go of fear and trust in You as my strength, today and every day. 
Amen. 
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